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Garden CenterPeanut’sPeanut’s
Special’s

mention this 
ad to receive 

these specials

Pine Needles
$4.75 a Bale Normally $5

Introducing

Mid April Stop By And  See 
Our New Display Ideas 
For Retaining Walls, 

Firepits, And Much More!

336-835-9273 
or 835-YArD

00878589

Bulk Rock
Free delivery

within 10mile radius

Homeowners unfamiliar 
with the appraisal 
process might not 

know if there is anything 
they can do to make the 
process go more smoothly. 
While certain variables 
involved in the appraisal 
process, such as location 
of the home and the value 
of surrounding homes, 
are beyond homeowners’ 
control, the Appraisal 
Institute recommends 
homeowners take the 
following steps before an 
appraiser visits their home.

Clean the house. A 
dirty home that is full 
of clutter will not make 

the best impression on 
appraisers. Dirty homes 
may be vulnerable to insect 
infestations that can lead to 
structural problems with the 
home. While a dirty home is 
not necessarily an indicator 
of infestations or a refl ection 
of a home’s value, a clean 
home will create a stronger 
fi rst impression with the 
appraiser.

Make any necessary 
repairs ahead of the 
appointment. Homeowners 
who have been putting off 
repairs should make them 
before the appraiser arrives. 
Homes with repairs that still 
need to be made will likely 

be valued less than similar 
homes with no such repair 
issues. Though repairs can 
be costly, investing in home 
repairs will likely increase 
both the appraisal and 
resale value of the home.

Obtain all necessary 
documents before 
the appraiser arrives. 
Homeowners who have 
certain documentation at 
the ready can speed up the 
appraisal process. Such 
documentation may include 
a survey of the house and 
property; a deed or title 
report; a recent tax bill; if 
applicable, a list of items 
to be sold with the house; 

purchase history of the 
home; and the original plans 
and specifi cations of the 
home.

Inform the appraiser 
about recent 
improvements. 
Homeowners can inform 
appraisers about any 
recent improvements to the 
home and the cost of those 
improvements. The value 
of home improvements with 
regard to a home’s appraisal 
value vary depending on a 
host of variables, but having 
such information at the 
ready can help appraisers 
make the most informed 
appraisal possible. 

Steps to take before 
an appraiser’s visit
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The real estate market will always have 
its ups and downs, but real estate is an 
oft-profitable investment. Real estate 

investors do their investing for various reasons. 
Some see a house as a place to hang their 
hats for years and years, while others look at 
properties as nothing more than investments.
Buying a home with the intent to fix it up 
and resell it is called a “fix and flip.” In 
such situations, investors buy homes at 
below-market prices before refurbishing the 
homes with the goal of recouping their initial 
investment and then some when the homes 
are ultimately put back on the market. Flipping 
has become popular for both expert remodelers 
and novice investors. RealtyTrac®, the nation’s 
leading source for comprehensive housing 
data, noted in its “Year-End 
and Q4 2015 U.S. Home 
Flipping” report that 
5.5 percent of all 
single family home 
and condo sales 
during the year 
were flipped 
properties. 
This marked 
an increase 
from the 
same time 
the previous 
year. 

Investing in a fixer-upper requires a leap of faith 
and a vision of what the home can look like 
in the future. Turning a real estate lemon into 
lemonade requires certain skills and a good 
measure of patience. The following are some 
guidelines to get anyone started.

Don’t bite off more than you can chew. 
Make an honest assessment of your abilities 
and which renovations, if any, you can handle. 
If you are unskilled or inexperienced working 
with your hands, then it can be easy for an 
investment property to quickly become a 
money pit. Before purchasing a property, hire 
a trained home inspector to tour the home 
with you and point out all of the areas that will 
need renovation. With this list, begin getting 

estimates on how much money the work 
will entail. Determine if this fits with 

your budget or not. You do not 
want to invest so much that 

it exceeds what you could 
feasibly recoup when it comes 
time to sell.

Overlook cosmetic 
things when visiting 

properties. Cosmetic 
issues include all of 
the easily replaceable 
items in a home, 

such as carpeting, 
appliances, interior 
paint colors and 
cabinetry. Focus 
on the bones of 
the house — the 
architectural 
integrity and 
those little 
touches that you 
envision having a 
“wow” factor. 

Seek the help of experts. Some flippers 
think they’ll save the most money by doing 
all of the work themselves. This isn’t always 
the case. Professional architects, designers 
and contractors may help you save money. 
Contractors have an intimate knowledge of 
where to buy materials and may be able to 
negotiate prices based on wholesale or trade 
costs. In addition, experts can help you avoid 
common pitfalls because they’ve already done 
this type of work time and again. It’s smart to 
rely on expert advice, even if it means investing 
a little bit more. 

Save money by doing some work yourself. 
While the pros may tackle the more complex 
parts of a given project, such as rewiring 
electricity or changing the footprint of a home, 
you can still be involved. Ask to participate 
in demolition, such as taking down walls or 
removing old materials from the home. Such 
participation may be fun, and it can save you 
substantial amounts of money on labor. 

Recognize that not everything must be 
completely redone. Realize that, in some 
instances, a coat of paint and some new 
accents may be all you need to transform a 
space. For example, if kitchen cabinets are 
in good condition, see if they can be refaced 
or painted instead of replaced entirely. Install 
new door pulls/handles to add visual interest. 
Look for some ready-made items, such as 
bookshelves, instead of installing custom 
carpentry. 

Think about what the buyer wants and not 
what you want. Renovate with an eye toward 
prospective buyers’ needs. Keep things neutral 
and accommodating. Research the latest 
trends to understand what buyers might be 
seeking in a home. You want potential buyers 
to envision themselves moving right in. 
Renovating a fixer-upper takes time, but it can 
be a worthwhile project, and one that can help 
anyone turn a profit in a booming real estate 
market.

How to transform a fixer-upper
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D O R S E T T
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

SINCE 1956

DORSETT HEATING 
& AIR CONDITIONING
100 WOODLYN DRIVE
YADKINVILLE, NC 27055

PHONE  336-679-2126
FAX  336-679-8811

WWW.DORSETT-HVAC.COM

HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING

VENTILATION
00878674

We Have What You Need 
for Spring 2017!

Open Monday-Saturday 5AM-9PM, Sunday 8AM-6PM

Now an Authorized U-Haul Dealership!

Weeks Seed Company - Vegetable, Flowers & Herbs

Hardware Supplies • Gardening Items • Propane Refills

Live Fish Bait:  Goldfish, Crappie, Bass Minnows & Crickets

Gas, Groceries, Snacks & Drinks - The BEST Hot Deli around!
Hershey’s Ice Cream* Jams, Jellies & Local Honey

FOOTHILLS
GROCERY & DELI

1681 Hwy. 21 North in Thurmond 

(336) 874-7339
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According to Realtor.com, spring is 
the busiest and best season to sell a 
home. While a good home can fi nd a 

buyer any time of year, homeowners might 
fi nd the buyers’ pool is strongest in spring 
and into summer. The reasons for that are 
many, ranging from parents wanting to move 
when their children are not in school to buyers 
wanting to move when the weather is most 
accommodating.
Because spring is such a popular time to sell 
a home, homeowners who want to put their 
homes on the market should use winter as 
an opportunity to prepare their homes for 
the prying eyes of prospective buyers. The 
following tips can help homeowners during the 
pre-selling preparation process.

1. Address the exterior of the home. 
Winter can be harsh on a home’s exterior, so 
as winter winds down, homeowners who want 
to sell their homes should make an effort to 
address anything that might negatively affect 
their homes’ curb appeal. A study of homes in 
Greenville, S.C., from researchers at Clemson 
University found that the value of homes with 
landscapes that were upgraded from “good” to 

“excellent” increased by 6 to 7 percent. If it’s 
in the budget, hire professional landscapers 
to fi x any problematic landscaping or 
address any issues that arose during the 
winter. Homeowners with green thumbs can 
tackle such projects on their own, but hiring 
professionals is akin to staging inside the 
home.

2. Conquer interior clutter. 
Clutter has a way of accumulating over the 
winter, when people tend to spend more time 
indoors than they do throughout the rest of 
the year. Homeowners who want to put their 
homes on the market in spring won’t have 
the luxury of waiting until spring to do their 
“spring” cleaning, so start clearing any clutter 
out in winter, even resolving to make an effort 
to prevent its accumulation throughout winter. 
Just like buyers are impressed by curb appeal, 
they are turned off by clutter. The Appraisal 
Institute suggests homeowners clear clutter 
out of their homes before appraisers visit, 
and the same approach can be applied to 
open houses. Buyers, like appraisers, see 
cluttered homes as less valuable. In addition, 
a home full of clutter might give buyers the 

impression, true or not, that the home was not 
well maintained.

3. Eliminate odors. 
A home’s inhabitants grow accustomed to 
odors that might be circulating throughout 
the house. Pet odor, for instance, might not 
be as strong to a home’s residents as it is 
to guests and prospective buyers. Because 
windows tend to stay closed throughout the 
winter, interior odors can be even stronger 
come late-winter than they are during the 
rest of the year. A thorough cleaning of the 
house, including vacuuming and removal 
of any pet hair that accumulated over the 
winter, can help to remove odor. In the 
weeks leading up to the open house, bathe 
pets more frequently, using a shampoo that 
promotes healthy skin so pet dander is not as 
prevalent. Open windows when the weather 
allows so more fresh air comes into the 
home.
Spring is a popular and potentially lucrative 
time to sell a home, and homeowners who 
spend winter preparing their homes for the 
market may reap even greater rewards.

3 tips to prepare to sell your home
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548 CC Camp Road, Elkin NC
336-526-2636

Home & Garden Shopping Needs

Open 24 Hours

•  Patio Furniture

•  Grills & Smokers

•  Flowers, House Plants 
 & Seedlings

• Seeds, Fertilizer & Mulch

• Rakes, Shovels & Lawn 
 Care Supplies

• Mowers, Trimmers 
 & Leafblowers

• Chimes & Outdoor Décor

00877195

Monday – Friday 7AM – 5PM and Saturday 7AM – 1PM 

1036 N. Bridge St., Elkin NC 28621
Unique and Expanded Website: www.AllStarRental.com

Locally Owned
Serving the Tri-County Area

Over 15 Years!

Professional Equipment 
for Professional Results!

Event & Party Supplies:

Tents, Tables & Chairs
Champagne Fountains
Candelabras 
Tablecloths & Skirting
Serving/Chafing Dishes
Mirror Balls & Dance Floor
Bubble Machines & Flower Stands

Tools & Equipment:

Backhoes & Trenchers
Air Compressors
Lifts & Scaffolding
Tractors & Bobcats
Mini Excavators
Compaction Equipment
Concrete & Masonry

00
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Coming Soon! ClASSiC Showroom for Custom Event Planning!

5
weekend 
projects 
to try now
Home improvement projects range 

from major construction overhauls like 
bathroom remodeling jobs to smaller 

renovations that may entail something 
as minor as painting the walls. Smaller 
projects can often be conquered in a typical 
weekend but still provide a strong sense 
of accomplishment. The following are fi ve 
projects tailor-made for weekend warriors.

2. Shed new light. Add some design 
appeal to your home by replacing an 
old lighting fi xture with something 
more modern. Such a task is 
relatively easy, and you need not 
possess the skills of a trained 
electrician.

4. Add molding for 
a fi nishing touch. 
Dress up spaces 
with crown molding 
or a decorative 
chair rail that 
goes around a 
room. You can 
even use molding 
to frame new or 
existing artwork. 
Find a molding style 
that complements the 
architectural style.

5. Update hardware in the 
bath and kitchen. Switch the 
handles, draw pulls and knobs 
on cabinetry with new hardware. 
The time commitment is 
practically nil, but you might just 

give rooms a whole new feel.

3. Patch and paint walls. 
Spend a weekend fi lling in 
holes left behind by since-
removed wall hangings. If the 
patches dry quickly, paint over 
them. If not, resolve to do your 
patchwork one weekend and 
paint the ensuing weekend.

1. Improve storage in the entryway. 
Home entryways are the fi rst places 

many people drop mail, shed their 
shoes and toss their keys upon 

arriving home. As a result, 
entryways can quickly be 
overrun with clutter. Storage 
solutions can include putting in 
a desk or hutch with baskets 
underneath to store umbrellas 
and backpacks. Or hang a coat 

rack and create a shoe rack to 
store shoes until the time comes 

to leave the house once again.
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Wide selection of custom buildings....
Let us make your purchase easy & stress free.

Hamptonville, NC
Phone 336-468-1194, Fax: 336-468-1612 • www.MyMastBuilding.com  

Hamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NCHamptonville, NC

Mast buildings are built strong and with style in mind, and 
with a wide range of colors and add-ons, the finished building 

will reflect the style of your home and back yard. Quality 
portable buildings have never been this easy. Check out the 
“Our Buildings” page to choose from the wide selection of 

frame styles available, and customize it to your needs.
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39
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Home renovation projects can be both 
exciting and tricky. Do-it-yourselfers 
are inspired by designs showcased in 

magazines, websites and their own commu-
nities. When DIY enthusiasts see a design 
they like, it’s understandable that they may 
want to emulate these looks at home. 
Remodeling is one of the larger DIY 
undertakings, and it goes beyond simple 
carpentry. Considering demolition, 
reconstruction, electrical, plumbing, and 
masonry work may be part of the DIY 

package, homeowners who are thinking 
about renovations must fi rst stock up on the 
tools and other supplies of the trade. Having 
the right tools can mean the difference 
between a job well done and a job that 
needs to be redone.
Crowbar or prybar: Before you can put 
in new construction, you might have to 
get your hands dirty with some demolition. 
Crowbars or prybars can be used to pry 
up wood slats, remove nails or remove old 
decking. 

Tools of the home renovator’s trade
Tool pouch: A tool and fastener pouch 
gives DIYers a place other than their 
pockets to store fasteners and hand tools. 
Pouches can be attached to tool belts for 
added storage capacity.
Stud fi nder: Invest in a more fool-proof 
method of locating studs behind drywall 
then knocking on the wall. Stud fi nders can 
provide a picture of studs, pipes and other 
hidden items inside an entire length of wall. 
This is essential to driving nails where they 
belong and can also prevent sending fasten-
ers into wires or nearby plumbing.
Level: A level is an essential tool for every-
one from casual decorators to more involved 
renovators. Whether hanging pictures or 
ensuring molding is parallel, levels are must-
have tools for DIYers.
Safety glasses: Invest in a pair of safety 
glasses so no one working on a project 
deals with obstructed vision. Safety glasses 
also provide ample eye protection.
Extension cords: If power tools are part 
of the renovation picture, extension cords 
can safely extend power where it is needed. 
Be sure to invest in a gauge that is large 
enough to handle the amperage of your 
most powerful tool.

Measuring tape: The “measure twice, cut 
once” mantra is key to home improvements. 
To measure accurately each and every time, 
no tool chest is complete without a sturdy 
measuring tape.
Ladder varieties: Home improvements aren’t 
always at ground level. Purchase ladders 
of various heights so you can safely reach 
various areas of the home and 
avoid injury. Step stools, 
a step ladder and an 
extension ladder 
all have their pur-
poses on the job.
Digital inspec-
tion scope: A 
scope lets you 
see inside walls, 
fl oors and ceilings 
to fi nd the exact lo-
cation of pipes, wires 
and joists. It also can be 
used to seek out the source 
of clogged drains or anywhere you 
desire sight into hard-to-maneuver areas.
In addition to these tools, brooms, shop-vacs, 
hammers, screwdrivers, wrenches and pliers 
can complete a DIYer’s basic toolbox.
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Weather can have a dramatic infl uence 
on the number and kinds of pests 
that enter a structure. Extreme heat 

and dry weather in the summer can result 
in ants seeking sources of water and cooler 
environments indoors. In the winter, pests like 
box elder bugs and cluster fl ies seek warm 
structures to overwinter. Rainy springtime 
weather is no different. Warmer temperatures 
and wet weather can cause pests to move 
from their outdoor overwintering locations into 
structures.
During the winter months many outdoor insect 
invaders, including ants, spend much of the 
winter in sheltered locations under rocks, logs, 
under mulch and in soil. Spending the winter 
underneath insulated items or below the frost 
line in soil allows individuals as well as entire 
colonies to survive cold temperatures. When 
the weather warms and spring showers begin, 
resulting in saturated soil, many of these pests 
are forced out of their hiding places in search 
of drier places to nest. Ants are especially 
likely to enter homes following a heavy rain 
event.
In addition to seeking higher ground, ants may 
be forced indoors to forage for food when the 
sweet secretions of honeydew producing in-
sects like aphids and scale insects is washed 
way during heavy rain. Honey dew is an 
important food for many ant species. Without 
their primary food source present outdoors, 
ants may come indoors in search of food.
Tackling Termites
Few insects strike more fear into the hearts 
of homeowners than subterranean termites, 
and for good reason. Over one billion U.S. 
dollars are spent every year on controlling 
termites or repairing the damage they caused. 
To make matters worse, most damage caused 
by termites is not covered by traditional home-
owners insurance, leaving you to pay out of 
pocket for repairs. One reason why termites 
are so effective at infl icting such carnage is 
because they can feed on wood around the 
clock, all while remaining well hidden behind 

your walls. Despite their best efforts to 
go unseen, termites do leave behind 

clues that they are in the area. 
Here is some useful information 

and tips to spotting hungry ter-
mites that every homeowner 
should know.

Subterranean termites 
are eusocial insects 

that live mostly 
underground 
in groups 
known as 
colonies. 

They are considered eusocial insects because 
more than one generation lives together, they 
cooperate with each other to raise their young, 
and they have specialized castes, or roles, 
that perform specifi c functions for the colony. 
Each termite colony has three primary castes: 
worker, soldier and reproductive. Workers are 
small, creamy white termites that measure 
about 1/4 inch long, and are responsible for 
the feeding damage to your home. Soldiers 
are tasked with protecting the colony, and 
often have a larger head and mandibles 
used for defense. Reproductives are for, you 
guessed it, reproduction. In the spring as tem-
peratures rise to the low to mid-70’s, swarms 
of winged reproductive termites emerge from 
their colonies by the thousands in search of 
a mate to start a new colony. This mating 
period is known as swarm season. Swarming 
termites offer a few valuable clues that can 
be used to determine their presence. The fi rst 
and most obvious sign is to actually witness 
swarming termites. The farther away from the 
colony you are, however, the more diffi cult it 
becomes to spot termites in fl ight. But, even 
lone mating pairs of termites can leave behind 
evidence. After winged reproductives have 
found a mate, they drop to the ground to fi nd 
a cozy underground honeymoon spot to start 
their new colony. Before disappearing, the 
termites break off their wings since they will 
no longer need them for fl ight. Finding these 
small, translucent wings in spider webs, win-
dow sills or anywhere else around your home 
is a sure sign that termites are in the area.
Time is always of the essence with pests, 
especially when it comes to subterranean 
termites. The sooner that termite activity 
is detected, the greater the chances are of 
minimizing costly damage to your home. How-
ever, just because you fi nd small insect wings 
doesn’t guarantee that your home is infested 
with subterranean termites. Other damaging 
pests such as ants or beetles may also have 
wings that may look similar to the wings of 
termites. And, each of these invaders requires 
a very different management strategy to elimi-
nate. Therefore, positively identifying pests is 
important to protecting your home as well as 
the health of your family. Be sure to call us at 
the fi rst signs of any evidence so that we can 
identify the invader and keep your home pest 
free this spring.
ANTS! EVERYWHERE
Birds are singing, fl owers are blooming, and 
ants are everywhere. It must be spring time! 
There are a lot of things to enjoy about spring, 
but an overabundance of ants around your 
home is defi nitely not one of them. There are 
more than 50 different species of ants that 
regularly infest 

336-526-6111
00856864

TERMITES • PEST CONTROL
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

TERMITES • PEST CONTROL
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

www.ridabuginc.com

336-526-6111

April Showers Bring May ... Pests?
Termites continued from page 1
home. Soldiers are tasked with protecting the colony, and often have a larger 
head and mandibles used for defense. Reproductives are for, you guessed it, 
reproduction. In the spring as temperatures rise to the low to mid-70’s, swarms 
of winged reproductive termites emerge from their colonies by the thousands in 
search of a mate to start a new colony. This 
mating period is known as swarm season. 
 Swarming termites offer a few 
valuable clues that can be used to 
determine their presence. The first and 
most obvious sign is to actually witness 
swarming termites. The farther away 
from the colony you are, however, the 
more difficult it becomes to spot termites 
in flight. But, even lone mating pairs of 
termites can leave behind evidence. After 
winged reproductives have found a mate, 
they drop to the ground to find a cozy 
underground honeymoon spot to start 
their new colony. Before disappearing, 
the termites break off their wings since 
they will no longer need them for flight. 
Finding these small, translucent wings in spider webs, window sills or 
anywhere else around your home is a sure sign that termites are in the area.
 Time is always of the essence with pests, especially when it comes to 
subterranean termites. The sooner that termite activity is detected, the greater 
the chances are of minimizing costly damage to your home. However, just 
because you find small insect wings doesn’t guarantee that your home is 
infested with subterranean termites. Other damaging pests such as ants or 
beetles may also have wings that may look similar to the wings of termites. 
And, each of these invaders requires a very different management strategy to 
eliminate. Therefore, positively identifying pests is important to protecting your 
home as well as the health of your family. Be sure to call us at the first signs of 
any evidence so that we can identify the invader and keep your home pest free 
this spring.
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eliminate. Therefore, positively identifying pests is important to protecting your 
home as well as the health of your family. Be sure to call us at the first signs of 
any evidence so that we can identify the invader and keep your home pest free 
this spring.
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Termites continued from page 1
home. Soldiers are tasked with protecting the colony, and often have a larger 
head and mandibles used for defense. Reproductives are for, you guessed it, 
reproduction. In the spring as temperatures rise to the low to mid-70’s, swarms 
of winged reproductive termites emerge from their colonies by the thousands in 
search of a mate to start a new colony. This 
mating period is known as swarm season. 
 Swarming termites offer a few 
valuable clues that can be used to 
determine their presence. The first and 
most obvious sign is to actually witness 
swarming termites. The farther away 
from the colony you are, however, the 
more difficult it becomes to spot termites 
in flight. But, even lone mating pairs of 
termites can leave behind evidence. After 
winged reproductives have found a mate, 
they drop to the ground to find a cozy 
underground honeymoon spot to start 
their new colony. Before disappearing, 
the termites break off their wings since 
they will no longer need them for flight. 
Finding these small, translucent wings in spider webs, window sills or 
anywhere else around your home is a sure sign that termites are in the area.
 Time is always of the essence with pests, especially when it comes to 
subterranean termites. The sooner that termite activity is detected, the greater 
the chances are of minimizing costly damage to your home. However, just 
because you find small insect wings doesn’t guarantee that your home is 
infested with subterranean termites. Other damaging pests such as ants or 
beetles may also have wings that may look similar to the wings of termites. 
And, each of these invaders requires a very different management strategy to 
eliminate. Therefore, positively identifying pests is important to protecting your 
home as well as the health of your family. Be sure to call us at the first signs of 
any evidence so that we can identify the invader and keep your home pest free 
this spring.
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April Showers Bring May ... Pests?
insulated items or below the frost line in soil allows 
individuals as well as entire colonies to survive cold 
temperatures. When the weather warms and spring 
showers begin, resulting in saturated soil, many of 
these pests are forced out of their hiding places in 
search of drier places to nest. Ants are especially 
likely to enter homes following a heavy rain event. 
 In addition to seeking higher ground, ants 
may be forced indoors to forage for food when the 
sweet secretions of honeydew producing insects 
like aphids and scale insects is washed way during 
heavy rain. Honey dew is an important food for 
many ant species. Without their primary food 
source present outdoors, ants may come indoors in 
search of food.

Weather can have a dramatic influence 
on the number and kinds of pests that 
enter a structure. Extreme heat and 

dry weather in the summer can result in ants 
seeking sources of water and cooler environments 
indoors. In the winter, pests like box elder bugs and 
cluster flies seek warm structures to overwinter. 
Rainy springtime weather is no different. Warmer 
temperatures and wet weather can cause pests to 
move from their outdoor overwintering locations 
into structures. 
 During the winter months many outdoor insect 
invaders, including ants, spend much of the winter 
in sheltered locations under rocks, logs, under 
mulch and in soil. Spending the winter underneath 

continued on page 2

Few insects strike more fear into the hearts 
of homeowners than subterranean termites, 
and for good reason. Over one billion U.S. 

dollars are spent every year on controlling termites 
or repairing the damage they caused. To make 
matters worse, most damage caused by termites is 
not covered by traditional homeowners insurance, 
leaving you to pay out of pocket for repairs. One 
reason why termites are so effective at inflicting 
such carnage is because they can feed on wood 
around the clock, all while remaining well hidden 
behind your walls. Despite their best efforts to go 
unseen, termites do leave behind clues that they 
are in the area. Here is some useful information 

Tackling Termites
and tips to spotting hungry termites that every 
homeowner should know. 
 Subterranean termites are eusocial insects 
that live mostly underground in groups known 
as colonies. They are considered eusocial insects 
because more than one generation lives together, 
they cooperate with each other to raise their young, 
and they have specialized castes, or roles, that 
perform specific functions for the colony. Each 
termite colony has three primary castes: worker, 
soldier and reproductive. Workers are small, creamy 
white termites that measure about 1/4 inch long, 
and are responsible for the feeding damage to your 
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termite
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our homes, and they can be more than just a 
nuisance in our daily lives. Ants can destroy 
goods and property, and they can even pose 
a health risk by contaminating foods. Although 
it may not be possible to prevent ants from 
entering your home without professional help, 
you can reduce your chances of an infestation 
by following a few useful steps.
Ants invade your home in search of three 
things: food, water and harborage. Indoors, 
you can eliminate attractive food sources by 
immediately cleaning up food spills, not leav-
ing dirty dishes in the sink and storing food 
items in the refrigerator or in sealed contain-
ers. However, foraging ants often attack 
homes from colonies nesting outside. There-
fore, minimizing resources around your yard is 
equally as important. You can start by remov-
ing overgrown foliage, brush piles and excess 
fallen leaves to eliminate harborage or nest-
ing sites on your property. In addition, keep 
trees, shrubs and bushes trimmed back away 
from any structure to prevent ants from using 
branches as a sky bridge into your home. 
Also, schedule regular trash pick-up, and keep 
waste containers clean and stored away from 
the home. This eliminates food sources that 
may attract hungry ants. Lastly, address any 

leaky pipes, AC drip lines or over-irrigated 
areas of the yard that could serve as moisture 
sources.
Excluding ants from entering your home is 
another important step in stopping these un-
wanted invaders. Common pest entry points 
include poorly sealed doors, windows, and 
plumbing and utility penetrations. A good 
rule of thumb is, if you can see light from the 
outside while you are standing inside, there 
is enough of a gap for ants to enter. Many 
of these access points can be corrected by 
replacing worn out weather stripping on doors 
and windows, or by using an appropriate seal-
ant to fill other gaps. However, failing to iden-
tify or correctly seal all access points may still 
give ant’s free access to forage and nest in-
side your home. Call us today to inspect your 
home, and to provide a detailed assessment 
of how we can protect your family from ants.
Spring into Action Against Springtails 
Your flower beds are not the only things to 
enjoy the higher temperatures and increased 
rainfall this time of year. Springtails also thrive 
in these warm, wet conditions. Springtails, fit-
tingly named for their jumping behavior, are 
tiny insects that typically live in moist soil. 
They are present year round, but populations 
typically spike in early spring where they can 
overflow into your pool, patio or even into your 
home. Springtails do not bite or sting, and 
are therefore harmless to people. However, 
because springtails jump when disturbed, they 

can easily be confused with fleas and can be-
come a major nuisance pest indoors.
Springtails are very small, wingless insects 
about 1/16 of an inch long. They can vary in 
color from white to blue, grey or black depend-
ing on the species. Spring tails prefer to live 
and breed in moist soil and leaf litter where 
they feed on decaying organic material, fungi, 
molds and algae. Their natural feeding behav-
ior serves an important role in our ecosystem 
because springtails break down old plant ma-
terial, helping in decomposition and returning 
important nutrients to the soil.
Weather conditions play an important role in 
why springtails may move out of their typical 
soil environment. Springtails need just the 
right amount of moisture to survive. If their 
habitat becomes too dry or to wet, springtails 
will seek out more favorable conditions. This 
can lead to tremendous numbers of springtails 
moving onto higher ground, which can often 
include your home. Once inside, springtails 

continue their search for moisture where they 
commonly end up in rooms with high humidity 
such as bathrooms or damp basements. Al-
though these areas may be humid, springtails 
often die once inside the home unless a leaky 
pipe or similar moisture source is found.
The key to avoiding an indoor invasion of 
springtails is to focus on sealing the home and 
reducing moisture conditions. Outside, check 
for windows and doors that may not close 
completely, or plumbing and utility penetra-
tions that may need to be sealed. Also, elimi-
nate breeding sites such as areas with exces-
sive mulch or leaf litter. Pay special attention 
to low spots around your yard that may collect 
water, and avoid overwatering shaded areas 
that may not dry as quickly. If a crawl space is 
present, ensure that the space has adequate 
ventilation. Inside the home, be sure that door 
sweeps provide a tight seal, and that leaky 
pipes or other sources of water leaks are cor-
rected immediately. Potted plants can also 
serve as an indoor breeding site for spring- 
tails. Therefore, avoid overwatering plants to 
keep moisture levels low, and always inspect 
outdoor potted plants for signs of springtails 
before bringing the plants inside.
Remember, the presence of springtails can 
be an early warning sign of moisture issues 
that could attract pests and lead to costly 
water damage, so be sure to let us know if 
you have noticed springtails in or around 
your home.

Your flower beds are not the only things to 
enjoy the higher temperatures and increased 
rainfall this time of year. Springtails also 

thrive in these warm, wet conditions. Springtails, 
fittingly named for their jumping behavior, are tiny 
insects that typically live in moist soil. They are 
present year round, but populations typically spike 
in early spring where they can overflow into your 
pool, patio or even into your home. Springtails 
do not bite or sting, and are therefore harmless to 
people. However, because springtails jump when 
disturbed, they can easily be confused with fleas 
and can become a major nuisance pest indoors. 
 Springtails are very small, wingless insects 
about 1/16 of an inch long. They can vary in color 
from white to blue, grey or black depending on 
the species. Spring tails prefer to live and breed in 
moist soil and leaf litter where they feed on decay-
ing organic material, fungi, molds and algae. Their 
natural feeding behavior serves an important role in 
our ecosystem because springtails break down old 
plant material, helping in decomposition and return-
ing important nutrients to the soil.
 Weather conditions play an important role in 
why springtails may move out of their typical soil 
environment. Springtails need just the right amount 
of moisture to survive. If their habitat becomes 
too dry or to wet, springtails will seek out more 
favorable conditions. This can lead to tremendous 
numbers of springtails moving onto higher ground, 
which can often include your home. Once inside, 

springtails continue their search for moisture where 
they commonly end up in rooms with high humidity 
such as bathrooms or damp basements. Although 
these areas may be humid, springtails often die once 
inside the home unless a leaky pipe or similar mois-
ture source is found. 
 The key to avoiding an indoor invasion of 
springtails is to focus on sealing the home and 
reducing moisture conditions. Outside, check for 
windows and doors that may not close completely, 
or plumbing and utility penetrations that may need 
to be sealed. Also, eliminate breeding sites such as 
areas with excessive mulch or leaf litter. Pay special 
attention to low spots around your yard that may 
collect water, and avoid overwatering shaded areas 
that may not dry as quickly. If a crawl space is pres-
ent, ensure that the space has adequate ventilation. 
Inside the home, be sure that door sweeps provide 
a tight seal, and that leaky pipes or other sources of 
water leaks are corrected immediately. Potted plants 
can also serve as an indoor breeding site for spring-
tails. Therefore, avoid overwatering plants to keep 
moisture levels low, and always inspect outdoor 
potted plants for signs of springtails before bringing 
the plants inside.
 Remember, the presence of springtails can be 
an early warning sign of moisture issues that could 
attract pests and lead to costly water damage, so be 
sure to let us know if you have noticed springtails in 
or around your home. 
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When the time comes to 
choose flooring for their 
homes, homeowners may 

be overwhelmed by the vast array of 
options at their disposal. The choice 
between carpet and hardwood flooring, 
laminate or tile is a matter of personal 
preference. People have long extolled 
the virtues of hardwood flooring, but 
carpeting can be just as stylish and 
provides a host of other benefits as 
well.
Carpeting insulates rooms in the 
summer and winter, adding that extra 
level of protection against the elements. 
Carpeting also absorbs sound in a 
home. Many appreciate the warmth 
and cozy feeling of carpet, especially 
when stepping out of bed. Carpeting 
also can increase the level of safety at 
home. According to the Carpet and Rug 
Institute, carpeting makes areas of play 
safer and may also reduce the severity 
of an injury in the event of a fall.
Today, there are many different types 
of carpeting available. Selecting the 
right carpeting for a room comes down 

to identifying the level of traffic in a par-
ticular room, the attributes homeowners 
would like the carpet to have and any 
other needs that fit with their lifestyles. 
The following guidelines can make car-
pet shopping a bit easier.

Type of carpeting
There are many different types of 
carpeting, some of which are best 
suited to certain situations. For 
example, plush and saxony carpets 
are better in low-traffic areas. These 
carpets may show footprints and also 
vacuum tracks and dirt, but they’re 
higher on the comfort spectrum than 
other types of carpet. Berber, which is 
more flat and dense, helps mask stains 
and tracks. It is durable in high-traffic 
areas. Textured carpets like frieze are 
cut from fibers of different heights, so 
they mask stains and are also softer on 
the feet than berber. 

Padding
Padding can impact the way carpeting 
feels and how long it lasts. It isn’t 
always necessary to purchase the 

most expensive or thickest padding. 
However, it is wise to pick a pad that 
matches the type of carpeting you’re 
selecting and one that aligns with how 
you plan to use the room. You may 
be able to go with a thinner pad in 
low-traffic rooms and beneath dense 
carpeting like berber. In high-traffic 
rooms, choose a thicker, more durable 
padding. Padding prevents carpet 
backing and fibers from coming apart 
over time. It pays to invest in a padding 
that will last as well.

Installation
Select a reliable carpet retailer and 
installer for your business. Competent 
installers will lay the carpeting in the 
correct manner so that it will look 
beautiful and maintain its durability for 
the life of the product. Shop around to 
find the right installer or even do the 
work yourself if you feel capable.
Take time when shopping for carpeting, 
which is a substantial investment 
that can last for many years if the 
right material is chosen and installed 
correctly. 

Factors to consider when choosing carpeting


