Mayberry

SEPTEMBER 2017 ISSUE 4

MAGAZINE

MAYBERRY DAYS!
YOUR GUIDE TO WHAT’S GOING ON
WHEN TINKER BELL VISITED MAYBERRY

MARGARET KERRY TALKS OF HER HOLLYWOOD CAREER
THINK YOU KNOW MAYBERRY?
TRY OUR MAYBERRY TRIVIA QUIZ

WORLD’S LARGEST FLEA MARKET?
YOU CAN FIND ANYTHING IN HILLSVILLE

COMPLIMENTARY COPY

Serving Mount Airy and Surrounding
Areas for Over 41 Years.

121 West Lebanon Street • Mount Airy, N.C. 27030
www.homewayfurniture.com | 336-786-6151
Like Us On Facebook!
00898939

2 SEPTEMBER 2017

		

MAYBERRY MAGAZINE

MAYBERRY MAGAZINE

SEPTEMBER 2017

3

TABLE OF CONTENTS
COVER STORY — TINKER BELL VISITS MAYBERRY

20

Margaret Kerry is known among the Mayberry Faithful
for two guest appearances during the show’s initial season,
but she’s known the world over as the model used for
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she tells her story here! Page 16

THE FESTIVAL FOR ANDY GRIFFITH FANS IS HERE —
MAYBERRY DAYS!

16
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more than 100,000 descending on the village. Page 14
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IN THE COUNTRY KITCHEN
No visit to Mayberry is complete without seeing what
some of the local cooks are coming up with, and this month
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getting ready for the long winter (and no, these canned
goods don’t taste like Aunt Bee’s Kerosene Pickles!) Page 20
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Well, let’s see just how deep your knowledge runs. Check
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Between the giant flea market in Hillsville to the weeklong Mayberry Days Festival, this month is one of the
busiest around. But if that’s still not enough, the rest of the
month is jammed packed with concerts, shows, and movies!
Check it all out here. Page 28
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Mayberry Days

— bigger than ever
By John Peters

00898882

621 Ingram Drive, King, NC

Gentiva accepts patients for care regardless of age, race, color, national origin, religon, sex, disability, being
a qualified disabled veteran, being a qualified disabled veteran of the Vietnam era, or any other category
protected by law, or decisions regarding advance directives. © 2016 Geniva Health Services, Inc.

Summer Clearance Sale
Select Sandals for Men, Women and Youth........up to 50% OFF.
Select Athletic and Casual Footwear up to 70% Off.
Vans, Nike, Brooks, New Balance, Toms, Palm Beach Sandals,
Under Armour.

It was just a one-day, one-time, almost spur-of-the-moment
thing.
Really, that’s all it was.
But nationwide interest exploded, and that simple Mayberry
Day event 28 years ago has grown into a fun, frolicking, sevenday festival celebrating all things Mayberry, bringing “The
Andy Griffith Show” fans from around the globe to his hometown of Mount Airy.
Tanya Jones, executive director of The Surry Arts Council,
which puts on the event each year, said it was simply a chance
run-in with one of the nation’s better-known “Griffith” fans that
starting the whole thing.
Jones said she was attending the estate auction of Frances
Bavier — the actress who played Aunt Bee — in 1990 when
she ran into Jim Clark, founder of the The Andy Griffith Show
Rerun Watcher’s Club.
“He asked what we were doing at the Surry Arts Council to
celebrate the 30th anniversary of ‘The Andy Griffith Show,’”
she said. “I didn’t even know it was the 30th anniversary, nor
was Mount Airy or the Arts Council involved in celebrating
that date in any way.”
That changed in a hurry.
“Charlotte was hosting a cast reunion of “The Andy Griffith
Show” on the last weekend of September, on Saturday…we decided we would do some sort of celebration on Friday, some sort of
event, not to compete with what Charlotte already had planned.
“Quite honestly, we were not expecting much of a turnout. It
was Friday, it was a workday, it was a school day.”
Fortune was shining on Mount Airy.
A couple of months earlier, a writer from Atlanta had visited
the city, putting together a piece on Andy Griffith’s hometown
for a story package the Atlanta Constitution was doing on the
anniversary.
“That story had a little…box that said ‘Drop by Andy

Jr Swimwear up to 50% OFF
Jr Sportswear up to 70% Off
Roxy, O'Neill, Billabong.
Mens Tees, Board Shorts, and Walk Shorts up to 50% OFF.
Billabong, O'Neill, Columbia Sportswear, Fox, Patagonia, and
The North Face.

Wholesome Goodness
From Our Family To Yours!
Visit our farm store Monday – Friday
5:30PM until 8PM, Saturday 9AM until 6PM
and Sunday 1PM until 6PM. We deliver!

Mayberry Meats and More Farm
Store offers locally raised Angus
Beef, Jersey Beef, Pork and
Lamb. We also offer Chicken,
Wild Caught Alaskan Salmon,
Freshly Grated Pimento Cheese,
Non-GMO Rubs and Sauces,
Whole Butter, Cage Free Eggs,
Hoop Cheese, Homemade Apple
Butter and Apple Sauce and
More! Our Meats are vacuum
packed and flash frozen for
complete freshness - Contain No
Preservatives or chemicals.

277 Arnder Road, Mount Airy, NC 27030
336-351-3036 or 336-577-3384 | www.mayberrymeats.com
00897631
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Griffith’s Hometown for Mayberry Day on
your way to the cast reunion’ (in Charlotte).”
Suddenly, Mayberry Day became an event,
and Jones and her staff were running as hard
as they could to keep up with the demand for
events and information.
“We had a zero budget for that event,”
Jones said. She and the staff scrambled to
put together some activities related to the
show. “We did walking tours of Mount Airy,
we had checkers for people to play, we had
an Ernest T Bass rock throwing contest for
kids. We had slingshots for the kids. We did
Aunt Bee’s bake sale.
“We were getting calls with questions,
for the most part whatever anyone asked,
we said yes,” she says with a laugh. “When
members of the press called and said ‘is there
a walking tour for the press?’ we said yes.
We had the Washington Post, The Baltimore
Sun, we had newspapers from all over on
that walking tour.”
The Washington Post’s writer was so taken
with Mount Airy, Jones said he never went
to Charlotte, instead remaining in Mount
Airy to do what she called “a major piece” on
the city and its Mayberry Day.
See MAYBERRY | 9
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“Otis” holds onto his hat while The Mayberry Deputy takes them for a spin during a Mayberry Days parade.

RUSTIC TRAIL

One Stop Shop for

Yadkin Valley

and our very own

Mayberry Wines

TEARDROP CAMPERS

We offer wine tastings, hand rolled
cigars, locally made gourmet truffles,
jellies, gift baskets, and accessories.

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

126 N. Main St. Mt., Airy, NC 27030
Phone--336-786-1957
www.uncorkedinmayberry.com
Like us on Facebook for local events
00899984
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1901 South Main St Mt. Airy, NC 27030
Take Outs: 336-786-7082
www.thederbyrestaurant.com

00898857

MAYBERRY MAGAZINE

We are a small builder located in the beautiful
foothills of the Blue Ridge mountains near
famous Mayberry (Mt Airy) North Carolina.
We built our first teardrop camper in 2010 as a
personal project and fell in love with its simple
and practical design. Since starting our business
in 2013 we have built a total of 145 plus and
counting. This has become our full time business.
Our goal is to offer an affordable alternative to
tent camping while building a dependable and
long lasting product.

1281 W. DODSON MILL ROAD | PILOT MOUNTAIN, NORTH CAROLINA
336-391-1075 | WWW.RUSTICTRAILTEARDROPS.COM
00898867
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OF $20 OR MORE

Expires 8/29/2015. Limit one coupon per table.
134 Twin Oaks Rd, Dobson, NC 27017
336-353-1075

336-353-1075
F R E E K I D’S M E A L
www.putterspatioandgrill.com
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Jones said she and another arts council worker, Polly Long,
spent the better part of two days doing nothing but leading
walking tours.
“We would stop at the Snappy Lunch and the barber shop
(that now mysteriously had a ‘Floyd’s Barber Shop’ sign on it),
we turned the Earle Theatre into a visitor center. Bill Holcomb
would gather them (visitors) around the pot bellied stove (at
Holcomb Furniture) and tell them stories about going to school
with Andy Griffith.”
She said others fixed up the jail and courthouse so that it was
an exact duplicate of the one on the show — “That piece even
made USA Today,” Jones said.
Suddenly, a festival was born.
“We got an unbelievable amount of press for that initial
event, which generated calls from bus tours, individuals, other
tour companies, wanting to know if we did those walking tours
at other times.” She pauses, then with a bit of a chuckle says:
“Of course, we said yes.
“They asked if we would have Mayberry Day again, and we
said yes.”
Stronger Than Ever
This year will be the 28th Mayberry Days, and while Jones and
the Surry Arts Council still oversee the event, this year’s gathering
has faint resemblance to that first seat-of-your-pants celebration.
“We absolutely did not see what it would become,” she said
recently.
Mayberry Days is now a full seven-day event, beginning this
year with a Monday, Sept. 18 performance by comedian John
Floyd (The Mouth of Mayberry) and ending on Sunday evening,
Sept. 24 with a free gospel concert by The Lisemby Family.
In between there are comedy shows, appearances and performances by former “Andy Griffith Show” cast members, talks
about the show, so many concerts it’s almost as if Mount Airy
is hosting a giant musical festival, a golf tournament, parade,
variety shows…the list could go on and on.
And most everything is, in one way or another, built around
the ideal of Mayberry and “The Andy Griffith Show.”
“There is great interest in not only Andy Griffith, but what
Andy Griffith created,” Jones said. “The values that are timeless.
“We are certainly blessed that Andy Griffith grew up here
and that he took a lot from this town in creating the show.”

David Broyles | Champion Media

Then-Snappy Lunch waitress Samantha Turner (right) talks with pork
chop sandwich contest participants Adam Samons, Sally “The Slayer”
McGuffin, Patrick “The Hammer” Henderson and Chris Copenhaver.
The group from Roanoke, Virginia, had arrived two days early to prepare for the annual event during this festival. McGuffin won that year
by downing five sandwiches.

Variety is Key
Jones said the event, which draws tens of thousands of fans,
continues to grow not only because of the popularity of the
show, but because of the variety of events offered.
“We don’t have the coliseum where everyone comes, you have
one event, and then everyone leaves. It’s a lot of small events
all the time, and people have choices. I think people like that, I
think they like the intimate settings, and I think they like having choices of things to do.”
Among those choices are some internationally known musical groups — Balsam Range, the Malpass Brothers, and The
Dillards among them. At night, when most of the Mayberry
Days activities are winding down, there are concerts at the
Blackmon Amphitheatre this year, featuring The Embers,
Caribbean Chillers, and The Tams.
With so many activities, Jones said the crowds seem to swell
more and more each year, though she really has no idea how
many people turn out for the event.
“Years ago, the police department estimated our crowd at
25,000 to 30,000 people.” The crowds are larger today. “Some
of the police officers said the parade last year was the biggest
they’d seen and the most people they’d ever seen downtown.”
Unlike most festivals in small towns across America, Mayberry Days does not close downtown streets to vehicular traffic.
That’s by design, Jones said.
“That’s a conscious effort to share the town,” she said, allowing visitors to see and walk in all the businesses. “People are
coming here to experience the town Andy Griffith grew up in.”
This year’s Mayberry Days gets under way Monday, Sept.
18, though the events really kick into high gear from Thursday,
Sept. 21 through Saturday, Sept. 23. A list of events appears
on page 10. For up-to-date info, visit The Surry Arts Council at
www.surryarts.org/

Mayberry Magazine file photo

With a man portraying Colonel Harvey attempting to sell his magic
elixir in the background, “Otis” hands out high fives to youngsters during a Mayberry Days parade.

MAYBERRY MAGAZINE

John Peters is editor of Mayberry Magazine and The Mount Airy News. He can be
reached at 336-415-4701, or at jpeters@mtairynews.com
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Treasures
Mayberry Five & DiMe

• HoMe Decor
• Dips
• Mixes

• soaps
• cLotHing
• Lotions • accessories
• JeweLry • Mayberry MercHanDise
• & MucH, MucH More

336.789.2514

160 A North MAiN St.
MouNt Airy, NC 27030

Mayberry
Days
CALENDAR

Like us on Facebook

The population of Mount
Airy balloons in September, when the Mayberry
•Free Continental Breakfast
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•Free WiFi
into town to celebrate “The
•Seasonal Swimming PoolAndy Griffith Show” with
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Located at 2136 Rockford St. in
Mount Airy • 336-789-2000
www.qualityinnmountairy.com
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•Free Hot Breakfast
•Free WiFi
•Seasonal Swimming Pool
•Pets Allowed

TASTE OF THE PAST

WALKER’S

SODA FOUNTAIN

336-786-4006

10 SEPTEMBER 2017

00900202

		

Mayberry Days for a night
of comedy suitable for the
whole family. John’s clean
comedic talent has taken
him across the globe entertaining millions of people.
He has worked with numerous artists including Milton Berle, Frankie Valli,
Jamie Foxx, Chubby Checker and Martina McBride.
He’ll be on stage at the
Historic Earle Theatre
at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
on Monday, Sept. 18 and
Tuesday, Sept. 19. Tickets
are $10.
The Embers featuring
Craig Woolard. One of
Carolina’s favorite beach
music bands returns to
Mayberry Days for another
night of great music. Don’t
put your dancing shoes
away quite yet! Concert
is Tuesday, Sept. 19 at
7:30 p.m. at the Blackmon
Amphitheatre. Admission
is $15 or a Surry Arts
Council (SAC) Concert
Series Season Pass.
***
Enjoy a relaxing evening with Jason Webb
and Caribbean Chillers,
a Jimmy Buffett Tribute
Party Band, as they bring
the Margaritaville singer’s
music to life at the Blackmon Amphitheatre. Concert begins at 7:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, Sept. 20.
Tickets are $15 or a SAC
season pass.
***
MAYBERRY MAGAZINE

From Disney’s Tinker
Bell to “The Andy Griffith
Show’s” Helen Scoby,
Margaret Kerry has had
a career of entertaining
young and old, stretching
all the way back to working
on set with Shirley Temple.
Come hear the stories
from her book “Tinker
Bell Talks! Tales of a PixieDusted Life” and her times

on “The Andy Griffith
Show,” as well as some surprises she’s developed just
for Mayberry Days! Thursday, Sept. 21, 2:30 p.m. at
the Historic Earle Theatre.
Tickets are $10.
***
Golf buffet dinner and
entertainment. The evening includes a country
buffet dinner, golf awards
presentation from The
Emmett Golf Tournament,
and entertainment from
the special guests and tribute artists. Thursday, Sept.
21, 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
Cross Creek Country Club.
Tickets are $50.
***
The Tams bring their
Beach Music sound to the
Blackmon Amphitheatre
stage on Thursday, Sept.
21 at 8 p.m. This group has
been elected to the Beach
Music Hall of Fame, the

Georgia Hall of Fame and
the Atlanta Music Hall of
Fame. They have also been
named “Beach Band of the
Decade.”Tickets are$15 or
a SAC Season Pass.
***

Karen Knotts performs
the one-woman show, “A

Deputy’s Daughter.” Mayberry Days favorite Karen
Knotts, daughter of Don
Knotts, returns with a special presentation featuring
stories, photos and memories of growing up with a
comedic genius and everyone’s favorite deputy as a
father. Her show is Friday,
Sept. 22 at 11:30 a.m. at
the Historic Earle Theatre.
Tickets are $20.
***
A Doug Dillard Tribute
Concert featuring The
Dillards playing their
special brand of bluegrass
music. The show features
Rodney Dillard, one of the
original Darling Boys from
“The Andy Griffith Show.”
Rodney is a member of the
International Bluegrass
Music Hall of Fame and
two time Grammy Nominee. The show is Friday,
See CALENDAR | 12

The MounT Airy DBA presenTs

MayberryCruise-In
Cool CArs AnD roDs

sep. 16

oCT. 21

sAT 4 pM

sAT 4 pM

DownTown MounT Airy

DownTown MounT Airy

September The All-Request Cruise-In: (September 16)
Drivers and guests are invited to request their favorite
pop tunes from the 50s to the 80s, either in advance thru
social media on the WSYD am 1300 facebook page, or
guests can request tunes at the Cruise-In as well, at the
gazebo. We’ll welcome dedications to wives, husbands,
sweethearts, friends, etc, just like a radio show from 50
years ago. Awards: Ladies Choice, Cool Ride of the Month,
Best Street Rod

Downtown Artwalk
Saturday September 30

MAYBERRY MAGAZINE

This

project was supported by the N.C. Arts Council, a division of the
Department of Natural and Cultural Resources

October “The Haunted Cruise-In”October 21
Come in costume and enjoy an evening of great Halloween
Pop music. Awards: Ladies Choice, Cool Ride Of the Month,

Best Vintage Truck as well as prizes for those in costume.
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Jim Shore • Willow Tree
• Trail of Painted Ponies
• Keepers of the Light candles
• Western • Lodge • Flags
• Mats • Ladies Clothing
• Jewelry
• Home Decor
& lots more!

235 North Main Street • Mount Airy, NC

336-789-7700

wyatts@surry.net

The Signature
Sandwich of
Locals and
!
Visitors alike

wyattstradingpost.com

00898955

We carry the areas most unique assortment
of gifts, collectibles, & home decor.

HOME OF THE

WORLD FAMOUS

PORK CHOP

SANDWICH

125 N. Main St. | Mt. Airy, N.C 27030
336) 786-4931 | thesnappylunch.com

SNAPPY
LUNCH

Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri. 6:00am-1:45pm
Thurs. & Sat. 6:00am-1:15pm

00899778

• Bridal Registry • Unique Decorative Styles
• Retail Shop • Home Accessories
• and much, much more!

235 Market St.
Mount Airy

336.648.8025

www.welcomehomedecor235.com

00898958

151 Granite Quarry Trial, Mount Airy, NC 27030

www.ncgranite.com

The Home of Dimensional Stone
12 SEPTEMBER 2017
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(336)786-5141 • 1(800)227-6242

Sept. 22, at 1 p.m. at the
Andy Griffith Playhouse.
Tickets are $30 for seating
in the first six rows, $25
for other seats.
***
Ronnie Schell performs
his comedy show “Third
Time Around, Funnier
Than Ever. ” Ronnie, in
addition to his appearance on The Andy Griffith
Show, was a regular as
Duke Slater on the spinoff show, Gomer Pyle,
U.S.M.C. His show is Friday, Sept. 22, at 1:30 p.m.
at the Historic Earle Theatre. Tickets are $15.
***
“Memories of Elvis” will
feature some of the best
gospel, rock, and country
music from The King,
performed by Elvis tribute
artist Michael Hoover.
Friday, Sept. 22, 3:30 p.m.
at the Andy Griffith Playhouse. Reserved seating is
$20.
***
LeRoy Mack, the dobro
player in The Country Boys
(“The Andy Griffith Show,”
episode 19 “Mayberry On
Record”), returns to Mayberry Days after a three
year hiatus. With him are
some of the best pickers
in the land. Friday, Sept.
22, Andy Griffith Museum
Theatre. $20.
***
The Malpass Brothers
return to Mayberry Days
for their second appearance, bringing their classic,
traditional country sound
to Mount Airy. Friday,
Sept. 22, 7 p.m. at the
Historic Earle Theatre.
Reserved seats are $25, balcony seats $20.
***
James Gregory will be
on stage with his show,

		

The Funniest Man in
America. A long-time
member of The Andy
Griffith Show Rerun
Watcher’s Club, James
brings a unique blend of
southern and Mayberry
humor and storytelling.
Saturday, Sept. 22, 8 p.m.
at the Andy Griffith Playhouse. Tickets are $36.
***
The VW Boys take to
the stage for their Salute
to Mayberry, with a show
that includes music, comedy and magic! Friday,
Sept. 22 at 9:30 p.m. at
the Historic Earle Theatre.
$10.
***
Karen Knotts returns
with her popular onewoman comedy show, Tied
up in Knotts, featuring
comedy, skits, along with
stories about her father,
the famous Don Knotts.
Saturday, Sept. 23, 11:30
a.m. at the Andy Griffith
Playhouse. $20
***
Professor Brower’s
Lecture, featuring Neal
Brower, who acquired a
wealth of knowledge about
“The Andy Griffith Show”
from his years of correspondence and contact
with the cast members and
crews. He is the author of
Mayberry 101 and taught
MAYBERRY MAGAZINE

“The Andy Griffith Show:
An In-Depth Study” at
Community Colleges
throughout North Carolina
for many years. His lectures are also presented at
the Andy Griffith Museum
during the year. Saturday,
Sept. 23, 2 p.m. at the
Historic Earle Theatre.
Reserved seats $15; balcony seats $10.
The Andy Griffith
Show Rerun Watchers
Club meeting will follow
afterward and everyone is
invited to join. Hear the
year in review and what is
in store for the upcoming
year from the “Presiding

Goober, Emeritus” and
founding member of the
club, Jim Clark. You also
have the opportunity to
learn more about the activities of the year, what is
on the calendar for upcoming events, meet other
chapters and members,
share what your chapter
has been doing and other
interesting trivial trivialities. Floyd and Otis will
be awarding trophies to
the contest winners and
annual club awards.
***
The ever-popular Colonel Tim’s Matinee Variety
Show returns on Saturday,
Sept. 23. Master of ceremonies, David Browning
— better known as The
Mayberry Deputy — and
his partner Allan “Floyd”
Newsome welcome a host
of talent on Saturday

afternoon with special
guests, music, comedy and
a variety of entertainment.
The show begins at 2 p.m.
at the Andy Griffith Playhouse. Tickets are $25 for
reserved seats
***
Colonel Tim’s Talent
Time variety show features
host David Browning,
The Mayberry Deputy,
along with Allan Newsome as Floyd the Barber,
and other tribute artists
for an evening of Mayberry fun and entertainment
at the Andy Griffith Playhouse. See performances
from the guest stars, along
with local and national talent. Saturday Sept. 23 at 7
p.m. at the Andy Griffith
Playhouse. Tickets $25 for
reserved seats.
***
Internationally known

and award-winning Balsam Range will perform
their unique style of bluegrass music on Saturday,
Sept. 23, beginning at
7:30 p.m. at the Historic
Earle Theatre. Tickets are
$30 Preferred Seats, $25
Reserved Seats, and $20
Balcony Seats.
***
The Lisenby Family brings their powerful
Gospel singing talents to
the stage on Sunday, Sept.
24 in a FREE concert
beginning at 6:30 p.m. at
the Blackmon Amphitheatre. The group consists
of three generations of
Lisenbys - all family - traveling together presenting
the Gospel by way of live
uplifting music and singing.

Creative
Designs
FLOWERS & GIFTS
1220 S. Main St.,
Mount Airy, NC 27030
(336) 719-2333

00898954

www.creativedesignsflowersandgifts.com
creativedesignsflowers@gmail.com
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Labor Day event
By Jeff Linville

draws masses to small town

HILLSVILLE, Va. — Not far from Mount Airy in rural Southwest Virginia takes place one of the biggest events in the country.
Half an hour up U.S. 52 (literally up, as you ascend the Blue
Ridge Mountains) lies Hillsville, which in the 2010 census
boasted a whole 2,681 residents in the town limits.
Come the first weekend in September, however, the sleepy
mountaintop burg is host to hundreds of thousands of visitors
for the annual VFW Labor Day Gun Show and Flea Market
This year the VFW celebrates its 50th year of hosting a gun
show in its Grover King Post 1115 building.
While that is a long-standing attraction, the gun show itself
has been overwhelmed over the decades by vendors outside
the VFW building and along the street in both directions. The
flea market portion contains a wide variety of items; even
some craftsmen and artisans bring their wares to the sidewalks and lots for display.
“We sincerely hope that your time with us in Hillsville is
enjoyable and we want to extend you the best of luck in finding many bargains,” Hillsville Mayor Greg Crowder said in
welcoming the public.
“We would also want to express our appreciation to the

Champion Media

Hundreds of thousands of people flock to Hillsville, Virginia, every September for the VFW Labor Day Gun Show and Flea Market.

Hillsville Police Department, the Carroll County Sheriff’s
Department and the Virginia State Police for the support they
provide year-round, but especially during this event. These
departments always do a great job with traffic control and
ensuring the safety of everyone,” said Crowder.
“Likewise, we would like to give a special thank you to all
the volunteer rescue squads and fire departments that go

Dearly Departing:
Friday and Saturday Evening 8:00 PM

www.northcarolinamuseum.org
301 North Main Street
Mount Airy, North Carolina 27030
Telephone: 336.786.4478
Fax: 336.786.1666
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Tickets available at the
museum and online at
www.hauntedmayberry.com

MAYBERRY MAGAZINE

beyond the call of duty in keeping
everyone safe during this busy extended weekend.”
Show Origins
VFW Post 1115 was formed on
May 15, 1935, when 27 veterans from
WWI and another from the SpanishAmerican War chartered Virginia’s
37th VFW Post. The founders named
the post after Carroll County’s first
serviceman killed during the Great
War, Grover C. King, who died in
France July 15, 1918, three days short
of his 28th birthday.
The 1115 Ladies Auxiliary came along
April 9, 1954. The 40 charter members
were wives, mothers, sisters and daughters of the men who served this nation.
How did this massive event get
started? Like many things in life:
because of tragedy.
Plato wrote that necessity is the
mother of invention. Over the winter
of 1966-67, the original VFW Post
home collapsed under the weight of
snow and ice.
When the weather warmed up in the
spring of 1967, a Virginia native came

back from his retirement home for a visit.
Glenn Jackson, who still owns Family Shoe Store on Main Street, told
how he was in his 40s when Pierce
Webb visited that year. Webb had
retired to Florida and had developed
a hobby for collecting and trading pistols and rifles.
Webb told Jackson that gun shows
were popular in some other areas, and
he wanted to see one in Carroll County.
Jackson knew the VFW needed
Champion Media
funds for its monthly obligations, not
Inside the Grover King VFW Post 1115, gun enthusito mention paying for a new home,
asts check out the wares on display.
which was under construction. He
thought that a gun show at the post
might be new and exciting and bring
in some needed revenue.
The idea of men trading pistols might
seem like something that would scare
the authorities, but Jackson said Gene
Pack, the Hillsville police chief, liked the
idea and discussed it often, as did Dennis Quesenberry, a serious collector of
fine guns. Chief Pack offered his assistance for security and traffic control.
In planning for the first show, JackChampion Media
son advised the kitchen committee
Cars fill the hillside behind the flea market in a past
year. People often walk for more than a mile to see

See FAIR | 25 all the vendors.
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Music
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Steep Canyon Rangers, Mipso,
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See the interactive exhibit
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musical heritage.
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A pixie dust-covered life
Margaret Kerry on her Mayberry
appearances, long career
By John Peters

There are certain iconic roles in Hollywood history — or actors who rose
above the field to become icons themselves — that remain part of our cultural identity. The same can be said for
certain television shows or movies.
“The Lone Ranger,” “I Love Lucy,”
“The Jackie Gleason Show” and “The
Andy Griffith Show” definitely fit that
latter category, and such luminaries as
Shirley Temple, Jackie Gleason, Bette
Davis, Lucille Ball and Andy Griffith fit
into the former.
Then there are the working actors,
the seemingly nameless faces seen on
one show after another — popping up
as a villian in this show, as a townsperson in another, maybe a victim in a
movie, possible even a semi-significant
guest role in yet another show only to
be relagated to a non-speaking cameo in

the next production.
Those are the people who know the
inside story, the day-to-day grind of a
working actor without all the glamor
and glitz.
Margaret Kerry has seen the entertainment world from both sides. She’s
been a working actor for more than
seven decades, hopping from role to
role. At the same time, she’s been one of
the most iconic characters in all of Hollywood history, though much like the
character, in a silent way.
Margaret, who will be appearing at
Mayberry Days in Mount Airy Sept.
19-Sept 24, is known to “The Andy
Griffith Show” faithful as both Bess
Muggins and Helen Scobey, characters
which appeared in two of the show’s
first-season episodes.
In her initial appearance, in episode 11, “The Christmas Story,” she

Photo courtesy Margaret Kelly

This is a scene from “The Christmas Story” episode of “The Andy Griffith Show,” with (from
left) Margaret Kerry, Sam Edwards, Elinor Donahue and Andy Griffith.
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Margaret Kerry

Photo courtesy Margaret Kelly

was Bess Muggins, married to Sam
Muggins, a character played by Sam
Edwards.
The two appeared in episode 28
as married couple Lester and Helen
Scobey. They were supposed to be the
same characters, but that was spoiled
by a simple mistake, according to Margaret.
“They forgot to look up the names,”
from the first script when writing the
second.
Her iconic role, though, came years
earlier.
A Role for the Ages
In 1952, at the age of 23 while working as an assistant dance director on
a movie being produced by Twentieth
Century-Fox, she got a call from her
agent.
“He wanted to know if I could go
over to the Disney studio,” she said,
laughing at the recollection. “I tell you,
the word ‘Disney’ meant everything to
everyone in the business. Can I go over
to the Disney Studio? Of course I could.
I would tell them (at Fox) I was sick…I
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Photo courtesy Margaret Kelly

Margaret Kerry was the model used in the drawing of Tinkerbell for the
animated movie “Peter Pan,” pantomiming the character’s scripted
movements while the movie’s animators drew sketches and took notes.

would do anything to be able to go over
to Disney. I was so excited.”
By this time in her career — which
was closing in on 20 years in the business — she knew just showing up for a
casting call wouldn’t be enough.
So, Margaret said she walked in carrying a 45-rpm record player, along with
a record of music. She sat it up and did
a full pantomime routine for them, playing an 11-year-old boy attempting to
cook his own breakfast.
She was successful, landing the role of
Tinker Bell in the animated film “Peter
Pan” that was released the following
year.
Of course, being a cartoon, no actor
was really on screen, and in Margaret’s
case, she didn’t even do a voice over
(although she was the voice for one of
the mermaids in the movie). Instead,
Tinker Bell’s movements were those of
Margaret’s.
The producers of the show had her
working on a stage for the next few
weeks, along with props such as a keyhole and a giant pair of scissors, pantomiming her way through all the scripted
movements for the sprightly little fairy.
While that original film is now closing
in on its 65th birthday, Margaret says
the character Tinker Bell still sells more
toys and related merchandise than any
other Disney creation.
Early Career Start
That Margaret would leave her mark
on Hollywood as a fairy should not be
MAYBERRY MAGAZINE
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Margaret Kerry pictured emerging from a giant keyhole, along with an
image of Tinkerbell doing the same movements.

a surprise. Her first role, when she was
just 4 years of age, was that of a nonspeaking fairy in Max Reinhardt’s “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream.”
Margaret said that role wasn’t particularly exciting, even for a child, because
she had recently gone through a traumatic experience in her life, and she had
no idea what was going on.
Her mother had recently died, and
her father deposited her with another
couple — Grace and Fred Robb — who
changed her name from Margaret Lorraine McCarty to Peggy Lorraine Robb
(a name she later changed to Margaret
Kerry).
On the morning her adoptive parents
were taking her for a casting call, Margaret relates in her book “Tinker Bell
Talks! Tales of a Pixie Dusted Life,”
how she thought being taken to a call
meant she was about to be traded to yet
another family.
Instead, she was chosen for her first
role.
“I had been adopted by two elderly
people,” she said during a recent interview. She explained this was during the
Great Depression. “It didn’t occur to
them to not put a child right to work…
My (adopted) mother was a Hollywood
mother.”
Fueled by that successful casting
call, Margaret said her adopted mother
forged head, convinced her new daughter might become the next Shirley
Temple.

“She wasn’t very good at being a Hollywood mother, but she tried,” Margaret
recalls.
While Margaret didn’t become a child
star, she did find steady work, appearing in three episodes of “Our Gang,”
which is better known by its syndication
name “The Little Rascals.” She also
appeared in two Shirley Temple movies
— though never on screen with the star.
“The biggest no-no with me was, I
was smaller than Shirley, and therefore
the director didn’t want anyone to be
smaller than Shirley in the scenes,” she
said.
While Hollywood was rife with child
actors and movies centered around
youngsters during that day, Margaret
said children and teens then weren’t
prone to the problems of modern young
actors.
Today, she said, there are often no
controls on the younger actors. Once
you’re a star, no one tells you what to do
or not to do.
In her day, the world was different.
“What they were hiring was a 4-yearold who was disciplined like a 32-yearold,” she said. “I was brought up in the
time when children should be seen and
not heard. If you didn’t do exactly what
the director said, you were out of a job.”
Roles Kept Coming
Unlike many others, Margaret was
able to parlay successful work as a child
actor into a lifelong career. She had a
See MARGARET | 18
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starring role in “The Ruggles,” one of
network television’s first sitcoms from
1949 to 1952. Those were the days
when television shows were broadcast
live — no advance filming was possible.
She appeared in an episode of “The
Lone Ranger,” as well as a number of
other network productions and local
television shows in Los Angeles. As one
of the nation’s largest media markets,
many of the television stations there
often produced their own, local series
and game shows for California viewers.
From the early days of television right
up to today, Margaret said an actor’s life
is a whirlwind of activity, with hardly a
second to sit back and reflect.
“Back then, unless you were under
contract to a studio, you were working
on five or six things at the same time,”
she said. “You might go over, record
a radio show, then you get a call to go
over and do this local television show,
and then you get interviewed, and then
you’re called to a set to do whatever.”
That’s how she landed her roles on
“The Andy Griffith Show” — simply
responding to a call.
“Ruth Burch was a casting director,”
she said of connections she had built.
“Ruth believed in me, she got me onto
the Lone Ranger, onto several other
shows. She called my agent up and
asked if I could get over to The Andy
Griffith Show.”
“The Andy Griffith Show?” she
repeats now, nearly 60 years later. “Of
course I could get over!” she says,

Photo courtesy Margaret Kelly

Sam Edwards, Margaret Kerry, Will Wright and
Andy Griffith in the “Andy Forecloses” episode of “The Andy Griffith Show” from season
1. Margaret said the cast of the show was one
of the most open, friendly casts she worked
with during her career.
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excitement still in her voice these many
years later.
From her first day on the set, Margaret said working “The Andy Griffith
Show” was a far different experience
than some other Hollywood productions.
“It was a very inclusive set,” she said.
“By that I mean you could go over and
work on some shows, like Lucille Ball’s
show, “I Love Lucy.” I never worked
there, but I had friends who worked.
Unless you had large parts in the show,
you were shunted to the side, you were
not important, you were not part of
their family.”
That was not unusual in Hollywood,
she said.
“But not “The Andy Griffith Show.”
If you had one line, you were included.
When you walked in, you were part of
the family. That’s what I mean by an
inclusive show, the cast loved you all.
And I think it shows on the television,
doesn’t it?”
Career Turning Point
While she has fond memories of “The
Andy Griffith Show,” it was two other
works that came to define what her
career would be.
One was her pantomiming of Tinker
Bell.
The second came in the same movie,
when she was asked to do the voice over
work for one of the mermaids.
That, she said, began her career as a
voice-over artist.
“While we were doing the voice over,
some of us started asking ourselves why
are we working in front of the camera?
You don’t have to put on make-up,
which can be an hours-long process, you
don’t have to wear costumes, you can
come in at 1 o’clock in the afternoon.”
While she continued to make some
television appearances after her Disney
experience, Margaret moved increasingly into voice-over work, along the way
mastering nearly three dozen dialects.
She’s done voice work on more than 600
productions, “Rocky and Bullwinkle,”
the grandmother in “Mulan,” the little
witch in a production of the “Three
Stooges,” Clutch Cargo (a Chicago-area
cartoon that ran for 26 years), and a
number of similar works.

Bill Colvard | Mayberry Magazine

Still kicking! Margaret Kerry does a tap dance
routine during her Mayberry Days show in
Mount Airy in 2016. She will be at the 2017
Mayberry Days as well, bringing her new show
to The Historic Earle Theatre.

Today
At 88, Margaret continues her
entertainment career, doing frequent
radio work near her home in Glendale,
California, promoting her recently published book, “Tinker Bell Talks!” as well
as some travel and live shows.
Among those will be the production
she and her son, Eric Norquist, will be
unveiling in Mount Airy during Mayberry Days.
“We, Eric and I, have surprises at
the show,” she said. “He has written a
song for me that tells the story of “The
Christmas Show,” (from The Andy
Griffith Show). It is adorable.
“He’s also written a song that tells the
story of his trip to Floyd the Barber.”
She pauses, then explains the joke. “My
son is bald, and the song is very funny.
“We have some more material that
has to do with Mayberry. My son adores
Mayberry. He sits down to watch the
show often. There’s a lot of special
material, we’d love people to come.”
Margaret’s show will be Thursday,
Sept. 21, 2:30 p.m. at the Historic Earle
Theatre in Mount Airy. Tickets are $10.
John Peters can be reached at 336-415-4701 or at
jpeters@mtairynews.com
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AlSo IN StoCk...

No other activity conjures up
memories of sweltering Southern summers in years gone by
more than the “putting up” of
food for the coming winter.
Everybody had a garden
out back and whether it was
a shack or a mansion, somebody was sweating over a hot
stove in an un-air-conditioned
kitchen wrestling a canner full
of hot jars.
In Mount Airy’s fictional
doppelgänger, Mayberry, not
so much. Perhaps because the
show was filmed on a sound
stage in Los Angeles where
there are no seasons, Aunt Bee
didn’t do any canning, except
for her famous pickles which
tasted like they’d been packed
in kerosene.
It’s a shame, really. The
comic potential of Don Knotts

and an exploding pressure
cooker would have been
endless. It’s hard to say why
Barney would have been in the
kitchen fooling around with the
pressure cooker but you know
he would have been doing
exactly that. Maybe that’s why
Aunt Bee gave up canning and
it was never on the show.
But around the time Mayberry had its heyday on the
airwaves, a lot of people gave
up canning. Women began
to join the workforce in large
numbers and grocery stores
were well-stocked with tins of
vegetables at reasonable prices.
All that work hardly seemed
worthwhile anymore.
But the art was not lost.
There are still practitioners
around the real Mayberry,
peeling and crushing and filling jars. In log cabins in the
country and in Georgian manor
houses in the heart of town,

®

COOLERS

Wildly stronger! Keeps ice longer!

933 W. Pine St, Mount Airy, N.C.
(336) 789-7727
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Monday-Friday: 9:00AM - 6:00PM
Saturday: 9:00AM - 2:00PM
Bill Colvard | The News

Brooke Lowry is shoving tomatoes into an electric food strainer while
Scott Lowry pushes them through with a mashing rod.
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and primitive pieces, accessories and objets d’art. Cast
iron skillets adorn the stone
chimney behind the woodstove
on which she will cook with
them come winter and vintage
bakeware and kitchen utensils
hang from the rafters of the log
kitchen.
“Everything she fixes is ten
times better than anything
else,” says Joe Cochran of the
food prepared by his wife. “You
should be here on Saturday
when she makes biscuits and
we get into this stuff,” says Joe,
as he points to the stacked jars
of jams and preserves on the
kitchen table.
Not one to grab a jar of
marinara at the store, Melissa
Cochran starts in the spring,
plants tomatoes after the last
frost, nurses them through the
summer and when the tomatoes ripen, she cooks up big
batches of spaghetti sauce with

Melissa Cochran harvests German pink tomatoes for a batch of spaghetti sauce. Melissa’s German pinks often weigh in at two pounds or
more.

See GARDENS | 22

Brooke Lowry takes a pint of the couples signature pico de gallo from
the canner.
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Mount Airy people are still putting up food for the winter.
Melissa and Joe Cochran
The kitchen of Joe and
Melissa Cochran’s log cabin
in Ararat, Virginia, is a hive of
activity during the summer
months as Melissa works to
preserve the food coming in
from her vegetable garden. Her
kitchen table is stacked high
with jars of spaghetti sauce,
salsa, bread-and-butter pickles,
Christmas pickles, kosher
dill pickles, cherry preserves,
tomato preserves, and a host of
other jams, jellies and preserves
waiting to be transported to
her favorite room in the house,
the pantry. The view of her
laden table rivals in beauty the
cabin’s view of the Blue Ridge
from a balcony outside Joe and
Melissa’s bedroom.
Melissa Cochran is a selfproclaimed lover of all things
old and falling apart. She has
furnished the cabin with a wide
assortment of rustic furniture
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the day he is better known as a
farmer than as a lawyer.
Since buying the house, the
Lowrys have had three years
with their garden. They have
a formal arrangement of metal
raised beds for root crops;
onions, carrots, garlic and
potatoes. There’s an asparagus
bed in its second year which
should be in full production
in another couple of years, all
kinds of herbs and a pot of ginger planted earlier this year. If
all goes well, Scott will be able
to dig up some fresh ginger
root at the end of next summer.
A spot in the center has been
left for a fountain but it has not
materialized yet.
In another corner of the
property is a large row garden
with tomatoes, tomatillos, okra,
corn, pumpkins and watermelons. An adjoining house has
been purchased to allow this
garden space to spread. Scott
plans to tear down the house.
There is talk of a greenhouse.
“I don’t need 90 tomato
plants,” says Scott. “I could get
by with 15.” He has 90 tomato
plants and they produce several
bushel baskets of tomatoes
every three or four days, most
of which make their way down
to the Lowry’s canning room in
the basement.
Scott wanted a separate
canning room so that if there
was ever a disaster, it wouldn’t

00899550

her homegrown tomatoes in
her log kitchen and then cans
the sauce to use all year long.
That’s what she does when
she’s not busy making salsa or
tomato preserves or pickles or
jams or jellies or any number
of other things that line the
shelves of her pantry. Her attention to detail and willingness
to commit to the long haul pay
off in food so delicious no storebought substitute can compare.
Melissa’s favorite part of the
process is the sound of jars sealing. “As they seal, they make
a ‘plop’. It’s the best sound in
the world,” she says. To ensure
the jars seal and make that
satisfying plop, Melissa says it’s
important not to touch the jars
for the first 24 hours though
sometimes she has trouble
keeping her husband Joe from
messing with them while waiting for them to seal. “He’s very
bad,” she says. Joe is unapologetic about his excitement.
You don’t want to mess that
up,” she says as she smiles at
Joe.
Brooke and Scott Lowry
Brooke and Scott Lowry’s
house is only a mile from the
center of town, a three-minute
drive or a leisurely 20-minute
walk, but that hasn’t stopped
Scott Lowry from pursuing his
dream of being a farmer.
Though an attorney by profession, he looks forward to
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Melissa Cochran peels tomatoes, the first step in a nine-hour process
that will result in jars of spaghetti sauce that will keep for a year on the
odd chance they aren’t eaten before then.

wreck their kitchen. Where the
writers of “The Andy Griffith
Show” failed to realize the
comic potential of a pressure
canner explosion, Scott Lowry
has not failed to realize its
potential for mess and mayhem.
There’s a commercial sink
down there in the canning
room, a cookstove, storage
shelves for jars and a kitchen
island for prep. There’s a television on the wall and an adjoining playroom for the Lowry’s
young son, Jack. Next door is a
cellar for storing root crops and
beyond that a pantry for the
bounty of canned goods that
result from the Lowry’s hard
work.
On a Tuesday night in
August, Brooke is shoving
tomatoes into an electric food

strainer while Scott pushes
them through with a mashing
rod and Jack plays in the next
room. “This is the way I like
it now,” says Scott as a bowl
fills with tomato pulp and juice
and the seeds and skins are discarded into another bowl.
“I was down here until 12:30
on Sunday night making seven
quarts of soup and until 10:45
on Monday. I’m tired. But it’s
good.”
“I used to live on the golf
course,” he adds. “But now I
want to be here with my family.
I’ve played one time this year.”
Brooke agrees. “I can’t get
him to play golf.” She rolls her
eyes just a little and there is
some discussion as to whether
anyone knows the location of
his golf clubs.
Brooke is a bit less vocal than

00898885

		

MAYBERRY MAGAZINE

Scott about the joys of gardening and canning. She agrees
that it’s really nice when they
cook to be able to use their
own stuff. “That’s fun,” she
says. “But there comes a point
when I’m done.”
She hasn’t reached that point
yet this year. Which is a good
thing. There are three bushels
of tomatoes in the driveway
waiting to go downstairs to the
canning room.
Vine-Fresh Tomato Soup
This recipe from the “Ball
Blue Book Guide to Preserving” is used by Scott and
Brooke Lowry for home canned
tomato soup that brings the
taste of summer to the darkest
days of winter.
Yields about 4 quart jars
12 to 14 pounds red, orange
or yellow tomatoes
1 medium red bell pepper
1 medium yellow onion
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil
1/4 cup tomato paste
1 tbsp. sugar
1 tbsp. salt
1 tsp. ground black pepper
Ball Citric Acid or bottled
lemon juice
Vegetables may be omitted
to suit your taste but do not
increase the measurement of
vegetables or change the type of
vegetables used in the recipe.
Prep: Wash tomatoes under
cold running water: drain.
Remove core and blossom ends
from tomatoes. Cut tomatoes
into quarters. Remove stem
and seeds from bell pepper.
Coarsely chop bell pepper. Peel
and coarsely chop onion. Peel
and mince garlic.
Cook: Sauté onion and garlic
in olive oil, in a large saucepan,
until onion is translucent. Add
tomatoes, bell pepper, tomato
paste and sugar. Bring mixture
to a boil over medium-high
heat. Reduce heat to a simmer
(180°F). Cook tomato mixSee GARDENS | 24
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ture, covered, until tomatoes
are cooked down and begin
to thicken, about 30 minutes.
Purée tomato mixture using an
electric food strainer or food
mill to remove peels and seeds.
Return purée to a large saucepan. Add salt and pepper. Simmer about 15 minutes, stirring
to prevent sticking.
Fill: Add 1/2 tsp. citric acid
or 2 tbsp. bottled lemon juice
to a hot quart jar. Ladle tomato
soup into jar, leaving 1/2 inch
headspace. Clean jar rim.
Center lid on jar and adjust
band to fingertip-tight. Place
jar in the rack over simmering
water (180°F.) in boiling-water
canner. Repeat until all jars are
filled.
Process: Lower the rack into
simmering water. Water must
cover jars by one inch. Adjust
heat to medium-high, cover
canner and bring water to a
rolling boil. Process quart jars

40 minutes. Turn off heat and
remove cover. Let jars cool 5
minutes. Remove jars from canner; do not retighten bands if
loose. Cool 12 hours. Test seals.
Label and store jars.
Melissa Cochran’s Spaghetti Sauce
25 pounds tomatoes
4 large green peppers, seeded
4 large onions
4 cans (6 oz. each) tomato
paste
1 cup canola oil
2/3 cup sugar
1/4 cup salt
8 garlic cloves, minced
4 tsp. dried oregano
2 tsp. dried parsley flakes
2 tsp. dried basil
2 tsp. crushed rep pepper
flakes
2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
2 bay leaves
Combine all ingredients in
a large pot. Simmer a couple
of hours or as many as four or

Happy Tails

five if you want a thicker sauce.
Discard bay leaves Add 2 tbsp.
lemon juice per quart. Process
40 minutes.
Spaghetti Sauce without
Meat
The recipe Melissa Cochran
uses for spaghetti sauce with
mushrooms. She got it from the
National Center for Home Food
Preservation website which
she recommends for additional
information on home canning.
30 lbs. tomatoes
1 cup chopped onions
5 cloves garlic, minced
1 cup chopped celery or
green pepper
1 lb. fresh mushrooms, sliced
(optional)
4-1/2 tsp. salt
2 tbsp. oregano
4 tbsp. minced parsley
2 tsp. black pepper
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup vegetable oil
Yield: About 9 pints

(Caution: Do not increase
the proportion of onions, peppers, or mushrooms.)
Wash tomatoes and dip in
boiling water for 30 to 60 seconds or until skins split. Dip
in cold water and slip off skins.
Remove cores and quarter tomatoes. Boil 20 minutes, uncovered, in large saucepan. Put
through food mill or sieve. Saute
onions, garlic, celery or peppers,
and mushrooms (if desired) in
vegetable oil until tender. Combine sauteed vegetables and
tomatoes and add remainder of
spices, salt, and sugar. Bring to
a boil. Simmer uncovered, until
thick enough for serving. At this
time the initial volume will have
been reduced by nearly one-half.
Stir frequently to avoid burning.
Fill jars, leaving 1-inch headspace. Adjust lids and process
according to the recommendations, depending on the method
of canning used.

Your Local Real Estate Expert

We can show you any house on the market.

Grooming & Boarding
"Offering Services that will give everyone
something to wag their tails about"

1060 South Main St., Mount Airy, NC
Office 336-789-2788 or Cell 336-325-7577

www.diannbeamer.com
00898971

00900035

Chili’s
Grill & Bar

2101 Rockford St.

GET IN LINE BEFORE YOU LEAVE HOME.
OUR APP LETS YOU:
• Find your favorite Chili’s • Add your name to the list
• Get a text when your table’s ready
TO GET THE APP TEXT “APP” TO 244547
Hours: Sunday thru Thursday 11 am to 11 pm,
Friday & Saturday 11am to Midnight

00899035
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Diann Beamer

Floyd’s City Barber Shop
Russel Hiatt
Bill Hiatt

2 Chairs
& 2 Operators
Working
P.O. Box 703

Mount Airy, NC 27030

336.755.8637

00899036

Ralena Smith • (336)386-3861
115 N Crutchfield St., Dobson, NC 27017
www.happytailsindobson.com

"Get your Floyd's Barber Shop Shirts, Caps, Mugs and other items here!"
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2226 Rockford St.
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goldencorral.com
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to prepare for at least 2,000 visitors that might want to buy
concessions. They were overwhelmed when twice that many
showed up.
After the second year, the show outgrew the space inside the
VFW hall, and the outdoor flea market was added to accommodate the overflow. From there the event has grown and grown.
Money realized from the show keeps the Post in operation
for the entire year, and a lot of the money is given back to the
community in the form of donations to many civic groups and
individuals in need.
VFW Kitchen
The simple concession stand idea got a boost last year when
the VFW opened a fully licensed restaurant in the Post.
Younger members of the post known as “The Young Guns”
opened the Grill Sergeant’s Kitchen. The volunteer-run kitchen
was open Friday to Monday of the show from 7 a.m.-4 p.m.
This was a big hit a year ago.
Grill Sergeant’s Kitchen features amenities the post’s kitchen
had not been able to offer in the past such as accepting credit
and debit cards.
Also, in the past people had to hang around the concession
spot, waiting for the food to be ready. Last year, the customers
would receive a number with their order.
“You can mingle with people or sit in a chair, and when your
food is done, they will call your number and you can pick it
up. It will be more convenient for everyone,” said Mike Lara,
senior vice commander of VFW Post 1115 and the manager of
Grill Sergeant’s Kitchen.
Public Safety
Much work goes on behind the scenes to accommodate such
crowds in a small, rural town. Keeping people safe is a top priority.
While police and emergency services will do their jobs, officials also give advice to those who attend.
Participants should take advantage of shade, said Everett
Lineberry, Carroll County fire/rescue operations manager.
Cooling stations with water misters will be provided during
the festival and “cooling chairs” will also be available. These
specialized chairs use a cooling vest worn by sufferers who also
place their forearms in cool water to drop body temperature
rapidly.
“One thing we see every year is it seems to be hot and dry so
we have a lot of heat-related calls,” said Lineberry. “Sometimes
though, we do have some pretty good storms coming through.”
Recognizing the potential for disaster in this, a new partnership was struck last year with the National Weather Service for
hourly weather briefings.
“This gives us the ability to communicate faster and with
more information so personnel on site can better prepare,” said
Lineberry. “The County 911 Control Center can push out notifications to cell phones in specific geographic locations so we can
use this technology for mass communication on a large scale.”
“We do see bee stings and cardiovascular issues regularly as
well,” Lineberry said. “What happens is participants often think
they will take their medications after they return from the festival,
and the unfamiliar flea market environment causes complications.
People should plan to rest and take their time at the flea market.”
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Just how much do you
know about Mayberry trivia
Nearly everyone loves “The Andy Griffith
Show,” and why not? You’d be hard-pressed
to find a more wholesome, family-friendly
quality television show that still holds up
after nearly six decades. But, how much do
you really know about the show, the actors
who play the many famous roles in the production, or Mount Airy, the town Mayberry
was based on?
Here’s a chance to find out, by trying
your hand at our monthly Mayberry Trivia
Contest. The answers are at the next page.
Good Luck!
1. What is the name of the dog Barney
gets to help find the escaped convict, Ralph
Neil?
2. Who always ran around town knocking
out windows?
3. Who gave this memorable line: “But Barney
can’t sing. I love him dearly, but he can’t sing.”

4. What was the name of Opie’s history
club in the episode “Andy Discovers America”?
5. When going out with Thelma Lou or
when not on duty, Barney Fife often can be
seen wearing his salt-and-pepper suit along
with what colored bow tie?
6. If you’ve read the rest of this edition of
Mayberry Magazine, you will get this one
easily. Actress Margaret Kerry appeared in
two episodes of “The Andy Griffith Show.”
However, she is best known for her behind
the scenes work as what famous character?
7. There are several businesses in Mayberry that carry the same names as businesses
that operate in Mount Airy. However, only
one has been in continuous operation from
the time Andy Griffith was a child all the
way to today. What is that business?

?

In Home-Aide
Agency

www.americanhealthcare-services.com
915 Rockford Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030 • 336-789-2273
Providing In-Home Aide Assistance For The Following Programs…

00898996
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PRIVATE DUTY SERVICES

American Healthcare Services, Inc. offers sitting and companionship, meal
preparation, light housekeeping, errands, and personal care. We sit privately in
hospitals and nursing facilities. All caregivers provide socialization, a safe
environment and support.
Long Term Care Insurance
Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Worker’s Compensation
Veterans
Home and Community Block Grant
Family Caregiver Support - Voucher
Need Help With a Loved One?
EPSDT - Medicaid under 21 years old Let Us Help. Call for a few hours
CAP - Community Alternative Programs or up to 24 hours. We Provide the
Best. In Home Aide Service.
PCS - Personal Care Services
Locally Owned & Operated Serving Surry, Yadkin & Stokes Counties
• State Licensed American Healthcare
• Registered Nurses available for the Aide 24 hours a day
• Established in present location since 2000
• Active Member of the Association of Home and Hospice Care of NC.
• Random Drug Testing & Pre-Employment Drug Testing • Member of Alzheimer’s Foundation of America
• IHA and CNA
• Plans in place to cover absences
• Referenced, SBI and National Checks Done
• Bonded and Insured
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1310 EMS Drive
Mount Airy, NC 27030
www.rogersauctiongroup.com

336-789-2926
www.rogersrealty.com

SOLD

Answers

1. Blue. In the episode “Barney’s Bloodhound,” Barney
attempted to train a stray dog he named Blue to help capture a wanted felon. Unfortunately, turns out Blue liked
the lawbreaker better than Barney.
2. Ernest T. Bass. Who can forget “It’s me, it’s me, it’s
Ernest T!”? Ernest prided himself on being “the best rock
thrower in the county,” and made several appearances in
Mayberry.

4. The correct answer was Mayberry Minutemen. It
was this episode that introduced Helen Crump — or
“Old Lady Crump” as she was first named — to the
show. Helen, played by Aneta Corsaut, was originally
scheduled for a single appearance, but the producers
were impressed with her performance and the rapport
between her and Andy Griffith, so she became a regular
and, for Sheriff Taylor, one of the more significant people
in his life.

336-786-1313
www.eat13bones.com
Like us on Facebook!

3. Barney’s long-time sweetheart, Thelma Lou. In the
episode “Barney and the Choir,” Barney joins the choir,
with everyone there discovering he simply can’t carry a
tune. The conductor John Masters wants to kick him out,
but Andy comes up with a way to keep him in the choir
without making the rest of them sound bad.

SERVICE, COMMITMENT,
PROFESSIONALISM,
EXPERIENCE, RESULTS!
In Business Since 1964
00898934

502 S. Andy Griffith Pkwy • Mt. Airy

Full-Service
Catering for
Special Occasions

5. Red. Barney wore his salt-and-pepper suit throughout the series. Don Knotts, who played the iconic character, also wore the same suit in several of his feature films,
such as “The Incredible Mr. Limpet” and “The Ghost
and Mr. Chicken,” as well as the 1986 television movie
“Return to Mayberry.”
6. Tinkerbell, from the 1953 animated Disney movie,
“Peter Pan.” Margaret pantomimed the movements that
would be used for Tinkerbell in the movie.
7. Snappy Lunch, home of the famous Pork Chop Sandwich and host to the annual pork chop sandwich eating
contest each Mayberry Days.

What’s Happening
in Mayberry?
Your comprehensive guide Please call ahead for any
to live concerts, shows,
show to confirm it is going
and other entertainment in on as planned, particularly
Mount Airy and the surbefore setting out for those
rounding communities.
shows that are some disNote, for additional infortance from Mount Airy.
mation on all Surry Arts
CONCERTS
Council Summer Concert
Series shows, performances
Friday, August 25
at The Historic Earle Theatre, or shows at The Andy The Magnificents Band. The
Griffith Playhouse, please
Surry Arts Council Summer
see http://www.surryarts.
Concert Series is scheduled to
org/surryart/index.html.
th Annual
THE

Rebels & Red Necks d
Racing Presents

Lawnmower Racing Saturday Sept. 23rd • 5pm until...
At the Veterans Memorial Park Lawnmower Race Track
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Surry County
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Agricultural Fair

Thursday September 7 thru Monday September 11, 2017

5 Big days
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ConCessions AvAilAbleexCitement for the whole fAmily!
Plan on attending
our next Lawnmower
Race scheduled for

October 21

Veterans Memorial Park is located at:
691 West Lebanon Street in Mount Airy, NC
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Fireworks Every Night, Featuring
Hansen’s Spectacular Acrobatic Thrill
Show, Midway by Powers & Thomas
for exhibits, events, times visit

www.surrycountyagfair.org
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Enjoy a wealth of amenities at an affordable price
at the Econo Lodge Inn & Suites® hotel in Pilot
Mountain, NC. Our pet-friendly hotel is ideally
located three miles from Pilot Mountain State Park

From North Myrtle Beach,
the band Midnight Allie bring
a high-energy form of Beach
Music to the stage, combining a
fresh, new sound with nostalgic
tunes. The group brings its act
to the Blackmon Amphitheatre
beginning at 7:30 pm. Admission
is $11 or a season pass to the
Surry Arts Council Summer
Concert Series. Children 12
and younger are admitted free.
Those attending the concert
are encouraged to take lounge
chairs. Concessions will be
available for purchase.
Mercedes Auto Show, Shelton
Vineyards, Dobson, from 10 a.m.
until 6 p.m. Free Admission.
Check out the annual Mercedes
Benz Auto Show. There will be
something for everyone to enjoy
from vintage models to newer,
modified varieties. Enjoy a
glass of award-winning Shelton
Vineyards wine while strolling
through the grounds, viewing
these beautiful and unique cars.
More information? See https://
www.sheltonvineyards.com/

The Old Crow Medicine Show, the
group Mipso, as well as Amythyst
Kiah, will be performing at the
Blue Ridge Music Center at
milepost Blue Ridge Parkway
in a concert that begins at 4:30
p.m. The Old Crow Medicine
Show played street corners in
New York and Canada until being
discovered by North Carolina folk
icon Doc Watson. Mipso is a fourperson group playing traditional
music from North Carolina,
blending four-part harmonies
with traditional Appalachian
country and folk sounds along
with jazz and pop to create a new
musical texture. Amythyst Kiah
is a Southern Gothic, alt-country
blues singer/songwriter from
Johnson City, Tennessee. The
concert featuring these various
musical artists gets under way
at 4:30 p.m. and costs $38 for
adults, $22 for children age 12
and younger.

00899765

+++
The Happy Ones will be
performing at starting at
12:30 p.m. at JOLO Winery &
Vineyards, 219 Jolo Winery Ln,
Pilot Mountain, from 12:30 p.m.
– 3:30 p.m. The Happy Ones is a
modern pop/rock acoustic trio
with a high energy but warm and
inviting stage presence. For more
information, visit https://www.
jolovineyards.com/
Thursday August 31
An iconic band playing a mixture
See HAPPENING | 30
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711 S. Key Street
Pilot Mountain, NC 27041
Phone: 336-368-2237
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Saturday, August 26

Sunday, August 27

Co

continue with The Magnificents
Band performing at Blackmon
Amphitheatre beginning at 7:30
pm. Admission is $11 or a season
pass to the Surry Arts Council
Summer Concert Series. Children
12 and younger are admitted free.
Those attending the concert are
encouraged to take lounge chairs.
Concessions will be available for
purchase.

218 North Main St.,
Mount Airy, NC
(336) 648-8404
SEPTEMBER 2017

00899779

29

HAPPENING | From page 29
of beach music, oldies, and disco,
Liquid Pleasure has been bringing
its energetic show to the stage for
decades — and will be doing the
same on stage at the Blackmon
Amphitheatre in Mount Airy.
Admission for the 7:30 p.m. is $11
or a season pass to the Surry Arts
Council Summer Concert Series.
Children 12 and younger are
admitted free. Those attending
the concert are encouraged to
take lounge chairs. Concessions
will be available for purchase.
Friday, September 1
Too Much Sylvia will be on the
stage as part of the Shelton
Vineyards
Sunset
Concert
Series. Too Much Sylvia has a
wide ranging repertoire of music,
including beach, Motown, Funky
70s, Retro 80s a few of the top
current hits from Bruno Mars,
Pharrell Williams, Florida Georgia
Line and some Country. Tickets
are $25 day of the show, $20
in advance. Advance tickets for

Wine Club members are $15. The
concert is 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the
Vineyard in Dobson. For more
information, visit https://www.
sheltonvineyards.com/newsand-events/too-much-sylvia/

BRMC Indoor Theater (limited
seating). Concerts begin at 4
p.m. Tickets are $25. For more
information, visit http://www.
blueridgemusiccenter.org/
concerts.htm

***

Sept. 9

A Show for Joe: The 2nd Annual
Joe Wilson Memorial Music
Festival will take place at the
Blue Ridge Music Center on
the Blue Ridge Parkway, near
Galax, Virginia. Featuring the
Band of Ruhks, Rob Ickes & Trey
Hensley, Linda Lay & Springfield
Exit, Whitetop Mountain Band
and Sherman Holmes & The
Ingramettes. The event will get
under way with a 2 p.m. workshop
led by Fred Bartenstein, editor
of “Roots Music in America: The
Collected Writings of Joe Wilson”
& “Lucky Joe’s Namesake:
The Extraordinary Life and
Observations of Joe Wilson
and featuring performances
by special musical guests.

Envision will be on the stage at
the Blackmon Amphitheatre in
Mount Airy. Envision’s show is as
exciting to watch as it is to dance

the concert are encouraged to
take lounge chairs. Concessions
will be available for purchase.
Sept. 16
Blackwater Rhythm & Blues Band
brings an energetic performance
dedicated to favorite tunes of
Beach Music, Blues and Funk to
the Blackmon Amphitheatre as
part of the Surry Arts Council
Summer Concert Series. The
show begins at 7:30 p.m., and
admission is $11 or a season pass
to the concert series. Children 12
and younger are admitted free.
Those attending the concert are
encouraged to take lounge chairs.
Concessions will be available for
purchase.

to, covering hits from the 60’s,
70’s and 80’s, all the way up to the
contemporary sound of Today’s
Top 40. The concert gets under
way at 7:30 p.m. Admission is
$11 or a season pass to the Surry
Arts Council Summer Concert
Series. Children 12 and younger
are admitted free. Those attending

The Sunset Concert Series
featuring Band Of Oz will be at
Shelton Vineyards in Dobson. The
show, featuring one of the more
popular bands in the Carolinas,
will be from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Tickets are $25 at the gate on the

TLAQUEPAQUE
Mexican grill & restuarant

15% off all retail products

Proud to be part of the community since 1994

Thermal Body Therapies | Facials
Spa Treatments | Manicures | Pedicures
Waxing | Cuts | Styling | Color

Age 11 and under • Every Saturday
from 11:00am to 4:00pm

222 Franklin St, Mount Airy NC 27030

336.719.2232 • www.salon-222.com

$30 off
adult price of $80.
Only $50
with coupon
Children 3 to 12 $40
Open Tues. - Sun. Reservations Required
1085 Nickell Farm Road, Westfield, NC 27053
336-972-7656 • www.carolinaziplines.com
00897406
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Mount Airy

(336) 789-4050
2123 rockford St.

DobSon

(336) 356-2130
710 E. Atkins St.

King

(336) 983-0603
100 retail Circle

check us out on the app

(336) 789-8855

Donna’s Barber Shop
Walk`ins & Appointments
304 N. Renfro Street
Mount Airy, NC 27030

Pilot MountAin
(336) 368-1900
511 E. 52 byp

00900030

00898864

Like us on Facebook

One free kids meal
per paying adult

00900046

Mention this ad for

Tues., Wed., Fri. ~ 7:00 am-5:00 pm
Thurs. 7:00 am-5:00 pm
Sat. 7:00 am-12:00 pm
Pink Floyd’s
of Mount Airy
Duane Joyce
Donna Hiatt
Chris Moorefield

Appointments After Hours With Donna
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purchase.
Sept. 21

day of the event, $20 if purchased
in advance, $15 for advance
sales to Wine Club Members.
Purchase online at https://www.
sheltonvineyards.com/
Sept. 19
The Embers featuring Craig
Woolard brings an energetic
performance from a band some
call “The heart and soul of beach
music” to the annual Mayberry
Days Festival. Bringing their
unique sound to the stage, the
band will help kick off the annual
Mayberry Days event with a 7:30
p.m. concert at the Blackmon
Amphitheatre. Admission is $15
or a Summer Concert Series
season pass. Those attending the
concert are encouraged to take
lounge chairs. Concessions will
be available for purchase.

Weekly Events

For more than 50 years, The
Tams have been playing Beach
Music, Soul and R&B throughout
the world, and they bring their
sound to Mount Airy as part of the
Mayberry Days Concert Series.
The group will take the stage at
the Blackmon Amphitheatre at
7:30 p.m. Admission is $15 or
a a Surry Arts Council Summer
Concert Series season pass.
Those attending the concert are
encouraged to take lounge chairs.
Concessions will be available for
purchase.

Experience the Merry-Go-Round, the second-longest
continuously running live radio broadcast in the nation,
with a live show every Saturday at The Historic Earle
Theatre from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. each week. Doors open
at 10:30 a.m. Admission is $6 or a Merry-Go-Round Annual
Pass is $20, or a current Surry Arts Council season pass.

Sept. 23

Valerian and the City of a Thousand Planets, Rate PG13.Showings set for Friday, Sept. 1. at 7 p.m.; and both
Saturday, Sept. 3 and Sunday, Sept. 3 at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.
each day; Monday, Sept. 4. at 7 p.m.; and Wednesday, Sept.
6. at 7 p.m.

Balsam Range headlines another
concert in the Blue Ridge and
Beyond Series, slated for 7:30
pm in the Historic Earle Theatre
on Main Street in Mount Airy.
Admission is $35 preferred / $25
orchestra / $20 balcony, plus tax.
Tickets are available online or by
calling SAC at 336-786-7998

Sept. 20

Sept. 24

The Caribbean Chillers, a Jimmy
Buffett Tribute Party Band, brings
their laid back sound to Mayberry
Days when they take the stage
of the Blackmon Amphitheatre
at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $16,
a Surry Arts Council Summer
Concert Series season pass.
Those attending the concert are
encouraged to take lounge chairs.
Concessions will be available for

Shelley Ruffin and Soul Revival
will be performing at JOLO Winery
& Vineyards, 219 Jolo Winery Ln,
Pilot Mountain, from 12:30 p.m.
– 3:30 p.m. Shelley Ruffin and
Soul RevivalShelley Ruffin and
Soul Revival is an acoustic/soul/
blues combo that provides music
spanning many genres. For more
information, visit https://www.
jolovineyards.com/

Movies
Wonder Woman. Rated PG-13, has showings slated for
Friday, Aug. 25 at 7 p.m.; Saturday Aug. 26 and Sunday, Aug
27 at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. each day; then Monday, Aug. 28 and
Wednesday, Aug. 20 at 7 p.m. each day.

Call ahead at 336-786-2222 to ensure show times have not
changes. Visit http://www.surrycountymusic.com/events
for more information.

Mayberry
Motor Inn

Visit us for an old
fashioned, southern
hospitality experience!

Mayberry Motor Inn is nestled on about 10
acres of land featuring beautiful grounds
and located at the foot of the Blue Ridge
Mountains. We are only 30 minutes from
Winston Salem, 15 minutes from Pilot
Mountain State Park. Our Motel is located
on Highway 52, The Andy Griffith Parkway,
and is the nearest route to Myrtle Beach.
You will feel right at home here when you
visit Mayberry Motor Inn out front there
will be the Mayberry Squad car, Emmett’s
pickup truck and a Gazebo. Guests can
walk along Thelma Lou’s trail and enjoy the
flowers and pool when in season. Our 27
rooms are tastefully decorated.

501 ANDY GRIFFITH PARKWAY NORTH
MOUNT AIRY, N.C. 27030 | 36.786.4109

www.mayberrymotorinn.com

00898962
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B2301

M5-091

Modification
RequiRed

6 YEAR

LIMITED POWERTRAIN

Kubota's all-new B2301 is full of innovative new features;
like the drive-over mid-mount mower, powerful category I
3-point hitch, and more!

WARRANTY
Only terms and conditions of Kubota's standard
Limited Warranty apply. For warranty terms,
ee Kubota's Limited Warranty at
www.KubotaUSA.com or authorized
Kubota Dealers.

Everything you want in a versatile utility tractor – 49.3
HP Kubota diesel engine and your choice of 2WD or 4WD.

A new extra-wide, ultra-spacious cab features more arm and
legroom and a glass sunroof with retractable sunshade for
maximum visibility.

America’s top-selling sub-compact tractor — and the
versatile BX1870-1 delivers unparalleled power for a
tractor this size.

MX4800

BX1870-1
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