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Surry Wineries’ eighth annual Winter
Wine Passport event announced
Staff Report

The sale of passports for the eighth
annual Winter Wine Passport Event
in the Surry County area kicked off
on Oct. 1. To participate in this event,
customers purchase a “passport” which
they take with them as they visit the 10
participating wineries/brewery at any
time between Nov. 25, 2016, and March
19, 2017. They will receive a free wine/
beer tasting and a special wine gift at
each. In addition, 18 other Surry businesses, including restaurants, lodgings
and retail stores, have special offers
available for Passport holders during
the event.
Passports include information on
each of the wineries and a schedule of
their events during this period including three wine-and-food weekends
(one each in January, February and
March) which are free for Passport
holders. Also listed are the offers being
extended from the other participating
businesses.
Wineries participating in this year’s
Winter Wine Passport include Adagio
Vineyards, Brushy Mountain Winery,
Carolina Heritage Vineyard & Winery,
Elkin Creek Winery, Grassy Creek
Vineyard & Winery, Roaring River
Vineyards, Round Peak Vineyards,
Skull Camp Winery & Brewery, Slightly
Askew Winery and Stony Knoll Vineyards.
Lodgings offering special discounts
for Passport holders include Fairfield
Inn & Suites (Elkin), Elkin Creek Cabins (Elkin Creek Vineyard), Klondike
Cabins (Grassy Creek Vineyard &
Winery), Rockford Inn Bed & Breakfast (Dobson), Slightly Askew House
(Slightly Askew Winery - Elkin), Roar-

ing River Vineyard Lodgings and The
Winery and Vineyard Houses (Round
Peak Vineyards).
Other businesses offering specials for
Winter Wine Passport holders include
Cedarbrook Grille (State Road), Diana’s
Bookstore & More (Elkin), Prime Thai
Café (Elkin), Dodge City Steakhouse
(Elkin), Granite City Brews/White
Elephant Beer Company (Mount Airy),
Harry’s Place (Elkin), Royall’s Soda
Shoppe (Elkin), Southern on Main
(Elkin), 222 Public House (Elkin), Carolina Laser Design (Elkin) and Yadkin
Valley General Store (Elkin).
Passports for this event may be purchased online (www.surrywineries.
com) or at any of the participating
wineries. Passport prices are $50 (individual) or $85 (couple) as an “early
bird special” until Nov. 15. (Prices
starting Nov. 16 will be $55 and $95.)
Corporate discounts are available with
the purchase of five or more passports.
Passports are limited and advanced purchase is strongly recommended.
About the Surry Wineries Organization
On March 15, 2010, Clyde and Pat
Colwell of Carolina Heritage Vineyard
& Winery submitted a proposal to the
Surry County commissioners for limited funding from a Surry County tourism-based grant program which would
help promote some newly defined
weekend and season-long events they
were proposing be held at the wineries across Surry County. The funding
of this grant helped establish what has
become a very thriving community
organization of wineries in the Surry
County area.
These wineries have not only continued to host successful annual events
together, but they have developed a
strong relationship and work together
to support each other in their every-

day vineyard and winery work. Each
year they have welcomed new wineries
(such as Roaring River Vineyards which
opened in 2016 — owned and operated
by Tom and Josephine Silvey), have
jointly donated thousands of dollars
to local charities and non-profits from
event proceeds and have expanded their
winery events to include local artists,
musicians, lodgings, restaurants and
stores. This has truly been a great success story on how teamwork can make
a difference and is cause for reflection
as this organization launches its annual
winter event entitled “Winter Wine
Passport.”
From the onset, the Surry Winery

organization strove to be inclusive and
to ensure that everyone was comfortable working together with others that
many would consider their competitors. To help build these bonds, Surry
Wineries began by meeting monthly to
discuss their joint activities and rotated
the location of the meetings such that
they meet at a different winery each
month. This process has stayed on
place and continues today. The “host
winery” takes on the role of “secretary”
for that meeting and makes available to
the group some of its respective wines
for all to sample. This has helped all of
the winery owners become comfortable
See PASSPORT | 3
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WorkForce Unlimited receives
BBB Torch Award for Ethics
Staff Report

MOUNT AIRY — WorkForce Unlimited, a
locally owned full service employment firm, was
recognized on Nov. 10 in Winston-Salem as a winner of the BBB Torch Award for Ethics.
As described by the BBB of Northwest North
Lewis
Carolina “The Torch Awards for Ethics honors
companies whose leadership demonstrate a high

Passport
From page 2

in discussing the different varieties and
styles of wines available as well as in
providing customers directions to the
other wineries across the county.
This process quickly revealed a major
strength as Surry County is home to
more than 40 varieties of wine grapes
and, with each of the Surry wineries
making their own wines, each winery
also offers very different wine styles.
Customers continually express enjoyment in the breadth of wines they can
find in this relatively small geographical area as well as appreciation for
the cooperation they feel between the
Surry wineries. The Surry Wineries
Group has come to be a very strong

BFI

Basic Finance, Inc.
Robby Miller
Gary Hays
Cameron Gunn
Dianne Pardue
Lauren Giles

level of personal character and ensure that the
organization’s practices meet the highest standards of ethics, and consequently generate trust.”
Teresa Lewis, owner of WorkForce Unlimited,
accepted the award on behalf of the firm.
“We are extremely proud to receive an award
that highlights our commitment to values. As we
enter our 30th year of business, we feel honored
to know that our mission and standards remain

strong” said
Teresa Lewis,
founder of WorkForce Unlimited.
Headquartered in
Mount Airy, WorkForce
Unlimited was founded in 1987
by Teresa Lewis and has 13 offices in North
Carolina and Virginia.

unifying force among the participating
wineries. The spirit of cooperation and
partnership is a shining example for
visitors and locals alike to understand
the potential of the Yadkin Valley wine
region. Their long-term goals include
building a broader awareness of the
qualities, potential, and momentum of
the Yadkin Valley.
Events which the Surry Wineries
hosted in 2016 included the 2015-16
Winter Wine Passport event, a Valentine’s “Wine and Chocolate” Weekend,
an Easter Wine-Egg Hunt,” a Mother’s
Day Flower Event, four Vineyard Stomp
5K cross-country races to benefit local
non-profits and the upcoming 2016-17
Winter Wine Passport from November
through March. More information on
Surry Wineries and these events can be
found on www.surrywineries.com or on
www.facebook/pages/surrywineries.

“Resident Lenders of North Carolina”

LOANS AVAILABLE
RETAIL & PERSONAL
262 East Main Street - Elkin, NC

336-526-3400

00866398

526-1155

00866392
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ABC opens new location
By Beanie Taylor

beanietaylor@civitasmedia.com

Friday was the grand opening of the
new location of the ABC Store that is
under the jurisdiction of the Yadkin
Valley ABC Board, which was instituted July 1, 2015. A joint effort for
Elkin and Jonesville, profits from this
store will benefit both towns instead of
just Elkin receiving about $74,000 each
year.
After Jonesville voters approved the
sale of liquor by the drink in 2013, it
was decided that it would be better to
combine with Elkin, which has had an

Beanie Taylor | The Tribune

Dan Park helps Chairman Robin Turner draw door
prizes.

ABC store since the 1980s, according
to Chairman Robin Turner. “It seemed
better to have one combined store
instead of two competing stores across
the river from each other,” said Turner.
Because Elkin had a location and
inventory equaling close to $600,000
in equity, there will be a 75/25 split in
profits until Jonesville has accrued an
equal amount after which it will be a
50/50 split. In addition to liquor sales,
six-tenths of an acre behind the store
will be sold for development helping to
increase immediate returns.
The location next to the Fairfield
Inn was determined to be the best

Photos by Beanie Taylor | The Tribune

Yadkin Valley ABC Board members Lori Gwyn, Ron Ashman, James Gillespie and Regina Adkins assist
Chairman Robin Turner with the ribbon cutting as did Jonesville Town Manager Scott Buffkin and Elkin
Town Manager John Holcomb.

due to its proximity to the highway
after a consulting firm was hired to
find the most profitable site. Store
Manager Cory Vestal stated he thinks,
“the interstate traffic and hotel traffic
will increase our sales. A bigger space
means we can carry a lot more items,
too.”
Although it was hoped the new location could be opened in time for the
Fourth of July weekend, groundbreaking was not possible until June. The
old location was closed Wednesday and
the stock was moved to the new location in one day. “I’m just tickled with
the finished product,” said Vestal.
Board members Lori Gwyn, Ron
Ashman, James Gillespie and Regina
Adkins assisted Turner with the ribbon cutting as did Jonesville Town
Manager Scott Buffkin and Elkin Town
Manager John Holcomb, after which
lunch was served by 222 Public House.
Dan Park helped draw door prizes for
winners Thad Hill, J. Snyder, Sierra
Winters, April Royal, Justin Hutchins,
Sara Brewer, Carol Vestal, Dennis
Bridgman and Mike Finlen.
“We have been blessed with good
employees which made this a smooth
transition,” stated Turner. “Employees
make all the difference.”
Beanie Taylor can be reached at 336-258-4058 or on
Twitter @TBeanieTaylor.

Professional Equipment for Professional Results

Rentals & Sales
835-7368
Fax: 835-9295
1036 N. Bridge St. Elkin,
NC 28621

Propane, Fuel Oil, Fireplaces & Tankless Water Heaters
667 North Bridge St. • Elkin • 835-3607
"NC Based, Family Owned Since 1930"
00866390

Mon. - Fri. 7-5 • Sat. 7-1
allstarrentals.nc@gmail.com
Locally owned & Operated
by Joe Walker

• Backhoes
• Trenchers
• Air Compressors
• Personal Lifts
• Saws & Drills
• Plumbing & Drills
• Tables, Tent, Chairs
• Tractors
• DeeJay Services

• Bobcats (Skid Steer)
• Pressure Washers
• Trailers
• Compaction Equipment
• Concrete & Masonry
• Pumps
• Scaffolding
• Flooring Tools
• Lawn & Garden

Mastercard, American Express, Discover Card & Visa accepted
00866393
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Look who’s
joined the Chamber

History
fun for
Christmas
JONESVILLE — The Jonesville Historical Society held its Old Fashioned
Christmas Open House with a special
preview Thursday night. Refreshments
were available to those who learned
about the history of Jonesville which was
originally called “Allen’s Settlement” in
the 1740s.
Also available were members of the
Historical Society, who were eager to
share information on the collections on
display as well as those who demonstrated activities such as knitting. One member, Allison Leeds, has been bringing her
grandson, Grant, who thinks “history is
awesome,” to the historical society since
he was an infant.
Jonesville Town Clerk Lynn Trivette
said she was impressed with the changes
made to the Jonesville History Center.
“It’s so well organized and welcoming. It
flows well. I had been in here before, but
it feels different.”
Scott Buffkin, town manager, agreed,
saying, “I hadn’t been here since Miss
Wolfe passed.”
Buffkin commented on the success that
Wolfe had as the previous president of
the Jonesville Historical Society, but was
exuberant in his impression of “all the
work that has obviously gone into (the
changes to the history center). Wow!
This place is looking great. I think (the
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Welcome!

Beanie Taylor | The Tribune

Allison Leeds has been bringing her grandson,
Grant, to the history center since he was an
infant.

historical society has) done a really good
job for Jonesville. It’s incredible.”
It is the hope of the society that it will
be able to begin classes soon as well as
have more students visiting for field
trips. “We’d like to have classes on heritage crafts such as painting,” explained
Leeds, who was so eager to share the
history of the period that she gave an
impromptu demonstration on how to put
up rag curls in one’s hair reminding to
twist the hair around the thumb instead
of the rag.
The Jonesville History Center is open
Saturdays and Sundays from 2 to 5 p.m.
or by appointment by calling 336-2445064.

Watershed Now

Radford Family Dentistry

North Wilkesboro
Dermatology

Sheetz

Stuart Taylor
Woody Faulk
Elkin, NC 28621
Phone: (336) 835-4545
Website:
https://www.watershednownc.
com/

Tamara Hunt
532 West Park Circle
North Wilkesboro, NC 28659
Phone: (336) 667-6600
Website:
http://www.skinsurgerycenter.net/

Rebecca Radford
William Radford Jr.
1550 North Bridge Street
Elkin, NC 28621
Phone: (336) 258-2745
Email: radfordfamilydentistry@
gmail.com

Chris Cobler
401 CC Camp Road
Elkin, NC 28621
Phone: (336) 258-8041
Fax: (336) 258-8043
Email: ccobler@sheetz.com
Website: https://www.sheetz.com/

Beanie Taylor can be reached at 336-258-4058 or on
Twitter @TBeanieTaylor.

1338 N. Bridge St. Elkin, NC 28621
(336) 835-3535 • (800) 835-8055

00866391

www.basincreekrealty.com

00866404
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The Ark started with a need
By Beanie Taylor

beanietaylor@civitasmedia.com

Photos by Beanie Taylor | The Tribune

tor Cynthia Cothren. The Ark can house
four families and has three single-women
rooms with bunk beds and is staffed 24
hours a day, seven days a week.
Christy Fritz, house manager, takes
care of intake state-required database
updates, donation drop-offs and other
practical concerns. Mildred Edwards
has been the night manager for 10 years
and has experienced first-hand the basic
needs of some guests such as learning
to send money orders instead of cash for
car payments. Weekend Manager Tracy
Mays heads up a lot of fundraising, while
Lora Evans, the other weekend manager,
has turned her service into a family
affair, enlisting the aid of her mother, a
retired nurse. Ark leaders said it takes
dedication from these staff members and
others such as respite Susan Cockerham
to make The Ark run successfully, as well
as the donations from the community.

The Ark is available for married
couples, families with children and
single women. At the time The Ark was
created, it was these groups who had
expressed the need. “It wasn’t single
men coming asking for help,” said Motsinger. “We were trying to help the ones
at the moment who were coming in.”
“We do need a men’s shelter, although
we do make referrals to My Father’s
House, the Fifth Street Shelter in
Statesville and the Hospitality House in
Boone,” as well as other places nearby,
according to Cothren.
The most significant problem for residents of The Ark is affordable housing.
“Affordable housing is lacking. Really
lacking,” complained Motsinger.
Cothren explained some residents have
jobs, but the positions do not pay a living wage. For this reason, residents are
encouraged to participate in education

and job training programs. One resident,
who had been a teacher, changed her
career to truck driving because it would
allow her to afford her own place.
Residents start with a three-month
window to work on their issues. In addition to programs to help with better
job placement, they learn about budgeting and finance, they get aid finding
adequate childcare, transportation and
healthcare, as well as assistance with
medical issues and rehabilitation, if
needed.
Donations can be made through the
website at thearkelkin.org, dropped off
at 130 Hill St. in Elkin or mailed to The
Ark, P.O. Box 102, Elkin, NC 28621. For
more information about the Ark, go to
the website or call 336-527-1637.
Beanie Taylor can be reached at 336-258-4058 or on
Twitter @TBeanieTaylor.

Celebrating 68 years of excellence

1947-2015

00866388

00866403

In the fall of 1998, the committee for
The Ark was created by a group of volunteers from Tri-County Christian Crisis
Ministry food bank who saw a need for a
homeless shelter, raising the first year’s
budget of $100,000 in 18 months. They
were able to set up their first location on
North Bridge Street, moving to their current location which was built specifically
for The Ark in 2006.
Once the need was presented there
was no lack of response for aid. Although
the town of Elkin was unable to contribute funds, the planning office was willing
to do everything it could to create the
necessary code. The current building
cost $700,000 including the land which
was purchased from the hospital.
Jane Motsinger, board member for The
Ark, went to Hugh Chatham Memorial
Hospital to inquire about available land
for a new building. “We walked right out
the door to the property,” stated Motsinger.
“The Ark helps approximately 94 to
100 individuals each year,” said Direc-
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Pike joins LifeStore Insurance
Staff Report

He is a 1998 graduate of UNCC and holds the
Certified Insurance Service Representative desigLifeStore Insurance recently announced Jason
nation. Pike and his wife Jennifer Jones Pike both
Pike has joined the Elkin location at 925 N.
grew up in Mount Airy and have been active in
Bridge St.
their community. Pike worked with the Surry Eco“We are delighted to have Jason join our team,”
nomic Development Partnership in forming and
commented Ann Ashman, branch manager of
chairing the Mount Airy Professionals of Surry, a
LifeStore Insurance in Elkin. “He has a lot of valu- Jason Pike
group whose primary goal is to attract and retain
able experience within our industry and knows
young professionals to the Surry County area. He
the businesses and people in this area.”
was a member of the Mount Airy Rotary Club and past
Pike said, “I am very excited for the opportunity to be chair of the board of directors for the Ministry of Hosa part of the LifeStore family and Elkin community. I
pitality, which operates a local homeless shelter. He also
z am looking forward to working with local business
has been active in the Surry County Chamber of Comowners to assist them with risk management and insurmerce, most recently serving as a member of the Board
ance needs.”
of Directors’ Executive Committee. In 2015, Pike was

named by the
Triad Business Journal as
one of the “Top
40 Professionals
under 40” in the Triad
region.
LifeStore Insurance is an
independent insurance agency providing its clients with options for their auto, home, business, employee benefits, life and health insurance needs.
They are
located across Western North Carolina with offices in
Boone, Elkin, Lenoir, North Wilkesboro, Sparta and
West Jefferson.

Join The Chamber Today! Call 526-1111 or visit www.YadkinValley.org
Now !!
Leasing
Cooper Terrace
Apartments
1,2 and 3 Bedroom
Units Available!
Units for Persons with
Disabilities Available

To prequalify call or stop by our office
Please call (336)258-8880
TDD/TYY 1-800-735-2962
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

259 PGW Drive
Elkin, NC 28621
Behind the new Walmart

00866410

ELKIN OFFICE

1459 N Bridge Street, Elkin, NC

(336) 258-2505
YADKINVILLE OFFICE

331 West Maple Street, Yadkinville, NC

(336) 679-5627
00866411
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‘Nutcracker’ was sweet
By Beanie Taylor

beanietaylor@civitasmedia.com

Beanie Taylor | The Tribune

Chinese Tea includes Brooke Atkins, Presley Baker, Sierra Crabb, Peyton Doby, Mckayla Johnson,
Lacey King and Eden Willis.

Rhythm On Main dancers of every age
were on point over the weekend for their
second annual performance of “The Nutcracker,” a dream come true, according
to owner Will Shover.
Cade Wright was present to watch
her 4-year-old granddaughter in her first
ballet. “I’m loving it,” exclaimed Wright,
“we’re excited.”
Wright was enthusiastic about the
dancers. Before moving to the area,
Wright said she “used to go to symphonies and the ballet. Clara is really good.”
Aubrey Dobson, who danced the part
of Clara, and the other dancers were
not the only ones who worked hard
to prepare for the performance. The

care put into the choreography by the
instructors was evident with movements
that seemed specifically tailored to the
abilities of the dancers. The graceful
but simple movements of the youngest
Seraphim Sweets and Marzipan Children
complemented the more difficult to execute pirouettes of the Dolls performed
by Annmarie Bedsaul, Sarah Billings and
Abbi Jackson.
Serving as the Nutcracker Prince
was guest artist Parker Howard, a high
school senior from Lynchburg, Virginia.
Howard has been a competitive dancer
in the Lynchburg area and in recent
years has won several accolades including being named as a member of the
dance team out of Augusta called Dance
See NUTCRACKER | 15

Physician assistant joins Jonesville Family Medical Center
JONESVILLE — Cornerstone
Health Care has announced Certified Physician Assistant Mary
Keller has joined the Jonesville
Family Medical Center with
offices located in Jonesville and
Dobson.
Keller
Keller is accepting new
patients and looks forward to
providing care for people in the Jonesville, Dobson and surrounding areas.

She sees patients of all ages,
newborns to seniors, and enjoys
helping people by providing
education specific to their health
concerns and developing a care
plan to improve their overall
well-being. Her clinical interests
include diabetes management,
women’s health and pediatrics.
Keller said, “I am excited to be a part
of the Jonesville Family Medical Cen-

Ricky G. White

ter team and offer care for people in
this community.”
She joins the provider team of Doctors Evan Ballard, William Ballard,
Wilson Griffin, Thomas Shelburne and
Certified Physician Assistant Lynn Killon.
Jonesville Family Medical Center has
two locations: Jonesville Family Medical Center, 4000 S. Swaim St. Extension, Jonesville, NC 28642, Phone:

336-835-6300, with hours: Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.; and
Jonesville Family Medical Center –
Dobson, 113 Crutchfield St., Dobson,
NC 27107, Phone: 336-386-4452, with
hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Same day appointments are available
at both locations for current patients.

Now open for business

Project Manager

615 West Main Street

P.O. Box 100 Pilot Mountain, NC 27041
336-368-2788 • (Fax) 336-368-1001

www.garanco.com

00866387

393 CC Camp Rd.
Elkin, NC
(336) 526-1803

00866384
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available
thru
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*with approved credit
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Window World offers exceptional customer service,
quality products, lifetime warranties, and the
attention to detail that you’ve come to expect from the Window World
brand. Not only do we provide the finest products at the
lowest possible price, but we use American made materials.
We understand that America works Best when America works.
That’s why all our Energy Saving Products are made here - in America.

Call to schedule your Free in-home estimate today!

1401-B 2nd Street
North Wilkesboro,
NC 28659
336-835-9393
00866427

www.windowworld.com

00866424
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Animal Ark
Veterinary Hospital

Richard L. Brinegar, DVM
Dogs, Cats, Birds
Rabbits, Ferrets
00866415
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188 Claremont Drive Elkin, NC 28621
(336) 835-1082
animalarkelkin@yahoo.com

Convenience of early morning “All the love and care your pet needs to stay healthy”
and Saturday hours.
Drop-offs and Emergency
www.animalarkelkin.com 00866420
Services available.

We’re in it to
help your ideas
grow brighter.
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Judge Charles Neaves administers the oath of office
to Judy Walker as she joins the Elkin City Schools
Board of Education. She is joined by her grandson,
Charles Walker.

Photos by Wendy Byerly Wood | The Tribune

Yadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce

Dr. Myra Cox, center, takes the oath of office for
superintendent of Elkin City Schools Monday as it is
administered by Judge Charles Neaves. She is joined
by her husband, Denny.

New superintendent, board members sworn in
wbyerly-wood@civitasmedia.com

In front of a standing-room-only
crowd, two board members and a new
superintendent were sworn into their
roles during the Elkin City Schools
Board of Education meeting Monday
night.
Chief District Court Judge Charles
Neaves conducted the oath of office for
incumbent board member Dr. Richard
Brinegar, new board member Judy Walker and new superintendent Dr. Myra Cox
as their family members assisted by holding the Bible for them.
In his last meeting as interim superintendent, Dr. Don Martin said his time
serving Elkin City Schools “has been a
blessing” and he regretted not making
it into more classrooms during his short
time with the school system. He added
that his hope was that all of the students
in the school system would be insulated
from the changes in administration, and
he felt that was accomplished.
He left the school board and community with one quote, borrowed from Greg
Reid, “A dream written down with a date
becomes a goal. A goal broken down into
steps becomes a plan. A plan backed by
action makes your dreams come true.”
Martin encouraged the board, Cox

and the administrators to use the time of
transition into new leadership as a time
to do just that — set goals and put plans
in action to accomplish those.
For Cox, Martin shared a quote about
transition, explaining that it is a time
to determine what a person has, look at
what a person needs, and then shed what
isn’t needed.
Once the oaths of office were administrated, the school board elected Brinegar
to continue in his role as chairman, and
named James Freeman as vice chairman
to fill the role vacated when board member Haley Sullivan was not re-elected.
During the public comments time,
local businessman Gary York noted
that the time having Martin as interim
superintendent “has been a nice chapter
in the history of our community and our
schools.” He thanked Martin for being a
mentor and guide for the board and the
school system.
The comments were an unplanned
segue to a time for Brinegar to recognize
Martin for his service and present him
with a gift from the board and the system. As he honored Martin, he explained
when the vacancy of superintendent
came upon the retirement of Dr. Randy
Bledsoe, school board attorney Fred
Johnson mentioned the possibility of
Martin’s service in Elkin, since he would

be leaving an interim role in Mount Airy
City Schools.
“I called and all of the Mount Airy
people said how good he was,” Brinegar
said of Martin, adding that the interim
superintendent had provided the board
with education. “It was an honor and
privilege.”
The board had been scheduled to consider a memorandum of understanding
which would have extended Martin’s
presence in Elkin in a supportive role
during the transition with Cox taking
the helm, but that item was removed
from the agenda at the beginning of the
meeting.
At the end of the regular meeting,
the board returned to closed session to

TERMITES
PEST CONTROL

WILDLIFE REMOVAL

further discuss the memorandum, which
proposed Martin providing services
no more than 20 days during 2017 to
support the school system during the
budgeting process, work with the county
commissioners and general mentoring
for Cox during her first year. The rate of
pay was to be $500 a day, or $62.50 per
hour.
After returning to open session from
the closed session, the board took no
action on the memorandum and instead
adjourned, with the next regular scheduled school board meeting to be held
Jan. 23, 2017.
Wendy Byerly Wood may be reached at 336-258-4035 or
on Twitter @wendywoodeditor.

336-526-6111
ridabuginc.com

800-682-5901

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS in the YADKIN VALLEY this year

00866417

By Wendy Byerly Wood
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Members of the Month

October

November

Rockford Bed & Breakfast

Mountain Valley Hospice

Citizen of
the Quarter

December

Soyworx

Congratulations to: Soyworx for receiving
December Member of the Month.

Congratulations to our 2016 Member of the Months:

Michael Wilson

Michael Wilson
GM of Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriot
This citizen was recognized by the Chamber for
their outstanding leadership, contribution and
betterment of the Yadkin Valley Area.

January: Cavu Printing ~ Elkin

July: Elk Pharmacy ~ Elkin

February: Surry Yadkin Electric ~ Dobson

August: Phillip Van Heusen ~ Jonesville

March: Surry Telephone ~ Dobson

September: Hugh Chatham Wellness Center ~ Elkin

April: Rumple Furniture ~ Elkin

October: Rockford Inn ~ Dobson

May: Starmount Cinemas ~ Jonesville

November: Mountain Valley Hospice ~ Mt Airy/Elkin

June: Mazzini’s Italian Family Restaurant ~ Elkin

December: Soyworx ~ Jonesville

Stocks. Bonds. CDs. IRAs.
Mutual funds.

00866379

510 South Main Street, Dobson, NC 27017
(336) 356-8241
www.syemc.com

00866406

Serving Surry, Yadkin, Wilkes, Stokes & Forsyth Counties for Over 70 Years
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SCC hosts fifth annual
wine symposium
By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com

DOBSON — Surry Community College hosted its fifth
annual Southeastern United
Grape and Wine Symposium on
Wednesday. The event was created to address the needs of the
ever-growing wine industry in
the southeast.
“The Southeastern United
Grape and Wine Symposium at
Surry Community College unites
all Southeastern states and
beyond to brings folks together
for a collective collaboration in
educational sessions on viticulture and enology,” explained
Joseph Geller, viticulture instructor at Surry Community College.
Surry Community College
President Dr. David Shockley
welcomed attendees at the start
of the event. Keynote speaker for
the symposium was Jerry Douglas, president of Biltmore Wines.
Douglas spoke to the need for

adaptability in business plans for
a winery. Though much larger
in scale than most other North
Carolina wineries, Douglas said
they were still similar.
“We are more alike than you
might think, we’ve got a big
property, we’re asset heavy.
We’ve got a big damn house,”
Douglas said, to which attendees
laughed aloud.
He recounted much of the history of the Biltmore House and
the challenges faced when the
winery was first established in
the early 1980s.
The wine business is hard,
Douglas said, “to be successful
you really have to improvise,
adapt and overcome.”
Other speakers at the symposium included Dr. Charles Safley,
department head at NC State
University’s Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics as well as Winery Consultant
Patty Held.
Held’s session focused on how
to run a successful wine trail.
“She had a lot of good advice,

and some of the stuff she had
done with her wine trail in
Missouri sounded great,” said
RagApple Lassie Winemaker
Steven McHone.
During the symposium,
attendees were able to meet with
vendors in wine-related industries as well as attend specific
sessions on topics such as innovation in the viticulture industry
and the business of wine, presented by UNCG’s Bryan School
of Business.
The symposium concluded
with a grand wine tasting and
organizers said they are looking
forward to next year’s symposium.
“We had more than 12 wineries pouring at the Grand Wine
Tasting, which is the finale event
of the symposium that allows
grape growers and winemakers
the chance to exchange ideas
and thoughts about the fall harvest, and simply have a good
time tasting local wines,” Geller
said.
“We are extremely proud of

00866409

Photos courtesy of SCC

Attendees at the Southeastern United Grape and Wine Symposium enjoy
a wine tasting.

our event that is in its fifth year.
Our Viticulture and Enology
students help work the event and
also benefit from the educational
lectures and workshops. Our
attendance is growing year after

year. We look forward to hosting next year’s event on Nov. 8,
2017.”
Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached at
336-679-2341 or on Twitter and Instagram @
RippleReporterK.

00866394
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Nutcracker
From page 8

2 Inspire. After graduation, Howard
plans to move to Los Angeles where he
can further pursue his career and perhaps get to play the Nutcracker Prince
on a professional stage.
“I remember watching (The Nutcracker) on PBS when I was young,” said
Ashleigh Diiorio, who was so excited to
see her 4-year-old daughter perform for
the first time that she was in tears. “It’s
such a classic,” explained Diiorio, “it’s a
good introduction to the kids.”

Photos by Beanie Taylor | The Tribune

“The Nutcracker” is performed by the dancers of Rhythm On Main headed by Aubrey Dobson as Clara and guest dancer Parker Howard as the
Nutcracker Prince.

Beanie Taylor can be reached at 336-258-4058 or on
Twitter @TBeanieTaylor.

Treasure hunters, we’re the store for you!

• shop
• donate
• volunteer

00866399

* Call us to schedule pickup of your donation *
supporting the housing mission of Upper Yadkin Valley Habitat for Humanity

00866382

open Tuesday thru Saturday 10 am to 5 pm
102 E. Market Street, Elkin 336-526-4663
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and assisted living facilities as well as
the Woltz Hospice Home in Dobson.
A new hospice home is being built in
Yadkinville and is scheduled to open in
2017.
14 | Chamber Newsletter, Fall 2015 Although traditional hospice care is
limited to the last six months of life,
Mountain Valley Hospice offers palliative care through its transitions proBy Beanie Taylor
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SURRY
MAINTENANCE
SERVICE, INC.

Foothills Market
Shopping Center

*Contract Cleaning
*Commercial
Carpet
Cleaning
Proudly
serving
the
& Floor Care

Yadkin Valley
area since 1987.
366-7577

Association as part of the Mountains to Sea Trail.

113 Valley Drive • Jonesville
Mon - Fri 9-6, Sat 10-2
00866397

Here to meet your employment needs

For all your wireless needs...
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Annual ornament features gong
Sixth year benefits
downtown & trail
By Wendy Byerly Wood

wbyerly-wood@civitasmedia.com

Wendy Byerly Wood | The Tribune

Elkin artist John Furches
displays the 2016
commemorative ornament
benefitting Downtown Elkin
Inc. and the Elkin Valley Trails
Association with his artwork
of the gong which sits on the
E&A Rail-Trail, part of the North
Carolina Mountains-to-Sea Trail.

which is on the E&A
Rail-Trail and is part of the
North Carolina Mountainsto-Sea Trail.
A limited 100 ornaments
are produced each year
using Furches’ artwork, and
it typically raises $500 to
$600 to assist with downtown events throughout
the year, explained Vicki
Roberts with Downtown
Elkin Inc.
Prism Medical Products,

For the sixth year, Elkin artist John Furches has donated his skills
to provide artwork for Downtown Elkin Inc.’s commemorative
ornament.

where Roberts is employed,
has taken sponsorship
of this year’s ornament,
which is in high demand
and small supply, to offset
the cost of production so
that more money can be
raised and split between
the downtown and trail
nonprofits. The company
also has adopted a portion
of the trail to help maintain
it for public use, Roberts
explained.
“I got the idea to do
something related to the
trails and Elkin,” said Roberts, who explained that

even this year’s Christmas
parade theme was trail
related with “The Great
Outdoors.”
Chris Cartwright, owner
of Prism, agreed to sponsor
the ornament, Roberts said,
because “he sees my passion and the good things
the trails do. When I asked
him to sponsor the cost, he
didn’t even flinch.
“His wife, Stephanie, is
from the Elkin area, and
he thinks it is important
to continue the growth of
Elkin and the cooperation
of the people. He’s always

explained
that John
primarily does etchings
now and colors them with
watercolor. The couple travels to art fairs up and down
the east coast on weekends
for a good majority of the
year.
“It started out as doing
local landmarks,” said John
of the downtown ornaments, as he recalled the
artwork he’s provided. “We
wanted to do things people
could relate to around here.
“When someone suggested the gong and to tie
[the ornament] into the
trails association … we’ve
hiked the trail several times
and I was familiar with the
gong and trail. It is a nice
thing for our community to
have,” said John. “Shirley
and I are avid birders, so
it’s a nice place to go.”
Wendy Byerly Wood may be reached
at 336-258-4035 or on Twitter @
wendywoodeditor.

CH Custom Heating
&C
& Cooling Inc.
IS YOUR AC UNIT READY FOR SUMMER?
LET US CHECK FOR YOU.
CALL STEVE & DARLA PARKER TO
SUMMER READY YOUR HOME!!
00866401

For the sixth year, local
artist John Furches has
donated his skill and vision
to create a collectible ornament highlighting a feature
of Elkin as a fundraiser for
the Downtown Elkin Inc.
group. This year, thanks to
the sponsorship of a local
medical supply company
the ornament proceeds are
benefiting the downtown
organization and the Elkin
Valley Trails Association.
Past ornaments have
featured the clock tower
at Wells Fargo, the Yadkin
River bridge that was
removed several years ago,
the depot which used to
stand between the railroad
tracks and what is now
Southern on Main Restaurant, an elk and the downtown Christmas tree.
This year, to highlight
the quickly growing trail
focus in Elkin, the ornament features the gong

supported
everything I’ve
done for downtown Elkin.”
Roberts added, “We
see what all Dr. (Bill)
Blackley puts into the trail,
and we want to support
that. We love to be able to
support that.”
With just 100 ornaments
to be distributed, they’ve
sold out. “The regular people who want the commemorative ornaments bought
multiples this year when
they found out it was going
to the trail,” she explained,
noting that 75 were sold at
Light Up Night.
Each year, Furches chooses a feature of Elkin that he
was inspired to share with
the community. “He always
knocks it out of the park,”
said Roberts.
The ornaments cost
$10 each, and if a person
wishes, Furches will autograph them at his gallery
and studio downtown. If
the location is closed, the
phone number on the store
front will ring to his wife,
Shirley Furches, who works
with John.
Shirley Furches

536-HEAT (4328)
WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS

Serving Surry, Yadkin & Wilkes

00866408
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Photos by Beanie Taylor | The Tribune

Habitat gives thanks
Two new homeowners to move in before Christmas
By Beanie Taylor

beanietaylor@civitasmedia.com

Beanie Taylor | The Tribune

Linda Cole with Hector and Isaac Mendez are
welcomed in Elkin by Claire Sellars, the Rev. Jerry
Fugate, Tom Bauguess, Deborah Boulware and the
Rev. Clyde Moore.

The sun was not as bright
as the smiles on the faces
of the newest recipients of
Habitat for Humanity homes
Sunday.
After more than 350
hours of hard work, Linda
Cole of Elkin and Billy and
Cassie James with their four
children, soon to be newest
homeowners in Jonesville,
were able to receive visitors
to their new homes which
they will be able to take full
possession of after their
Dec. 15 closings.
“How appropriate in this
Thanksgiving season (to
have) a service of thanksgiving and celebration,” stated
Claire Sellars, executive
director of Upper Yadkin
Valley Habitat for Humanity,
who expressed gratefulness
to the businesses, churches
and volunteers, “who helped
build (these houses) and the
dreams.”
The Rev. Clyde Moore,
past president of Upper
Yadkin Valley Habitat for
Humanity, affirmed, “What

a miracle it is to move into
a home at this season. It’s a
blessing for their family and
friends as well.”
Both families also conveyed their gratitude. “Thank
you for making this possible,” said Cole, an associate
at Lowe’s who worked with
her schedule to allow her to
put in the additional hours
required through Habitat, as
well as donating materials
and labor for both kitchens.
“I am overwhelmed by the
love I have felt from this
community,” expressed Cole
with agreement from her
family.
Cassie James, who has
everything packed and ready
for the move, was also appreciative. “Thank you to everyone for helping us do this,”
she said while 7-year-old
son Tristin declared, “I love
everybody!”
Upper Yadkin Valley Habitat for Humanity President
Deborah Boulwar opened
both dedication ceremonies
with an explanation of how
these families were able to
achieve the status of homeowners. “These families

worked their butts off. Nothing is given, they have to
work for it,” explained Boulwar, who said completing
the 350 hours of work and
education is “like having a
part-time job.”
“They want to build a better life for them and their
families,” Sellars said of
those participating in the
Habitat program.
Families who want to
become Habitat house owners must be able to show
Family Services Director
Tom Bauguess that they are
able to afford a mortgage
with Habitat, have a need
for more than just more
closet space, according to
Boulwar, and they must
be willing to partner with
Habitat for Humanity. The
Family Selection Committee then visits applicants to
determine if there is a need.
“You don’t have to be
on the board (to be part
of the committee),” stated
Boulwar, who encouraged
everyone to get involved
with Habitat for Humanity
in some way.
“Please, join the party. It’s

fun,” agreed Sellars.
Sellars explained most of
the funds used to complete
these homes came through
the Re-Store in downtown
Elkin.
“The whole community
came together to make this
possible,” acknowledged
Sellars, who also expressed
gratitude to the Rotary clubs
of Elkin and Jonesville, who
raised more than $250,000
for Upper Yadkin Valley Habitat for Humanity through
their yearly golf outing as
well as the State Employees’
Credit Union Foundation.
The ECUF has implemented
a “Mountains To the Sea
Challenge” in which they will
help fund a house in each
county with the James house
representing Yadkin County.
“We experience the benefits of Thanksgiving through
this special event,” said
Moore. “They will remember this for the rest of their
lives.”
Beanie Taylor can be reached at
336-258-4058 or on Twitter @
TBeanieTaylor.
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2017 Calendar of Events

Thursday, January 12th:
Board of Directors Meeting.
All members welcome,
just call 336-526-1111 to RSVP. 12pm,
Fairfield Inn & Suites, Elkin

Thursday, March 9th:

Board of Directors Meeting.
All members welcome,
just call 336-526-1111 to RSVP. 12pm,
Fairfield Inn & Suites, Elkin

Thursday, April 6th:

Friday, January 27th:

Ribbon Cutting:
North Wilkesboro Dermatology
532 West Park Circle
North Wilkesboro, NC 28659
Phone: (336) 667-6600
Website: http://www.skinsurgerycenter.net/

Thursday, February 9th:

Board of Directors Meeting.
All members welcomed
just call 336-526-1111 to RSVP. 12pm
Fairfield Inn & Suites, Elkin

BizFest, Celebrating business &
innovation in Surry County.
Cross Creek Country Club.

Thursday, April 27th (continued)

Offering the first 20 chamber
members that play golf come join us
around noon for a fun afternoon.
If interested just contact
Mark Updike at:
A. Mark Updike
General Manager/COO
High Meadows Golf & CC,
1288 Country Club Road
Roaring Gap, NC 28668 336-363-2622

Thursday, April 13th:

Board of Directors Meeting.
All members welcome,
just call 336-526-1111 to RSVP. 12pm,
Fairfield Inn & Suites, Elkin

Thursday, April 27th:

After Hours Mixer at
High Meadow Golf and Country Club,
Roaring Gap.

Thursday, May 11th:

Board of Directors Meeting.
All members welcome.
call 336-526-1111 to RSVP.
12pm, Fairfield Inn & Suites, Elkin

Saturday, May 20th:

Yadkin Valley Wine Festival

Facebook “f ” Logo

CMYK / .eps

Facebook “f ” Logo

CMYK / .eps

Visit us on Facebook to
check out a lot of member
event pictures.
Events: All members are
welcome to attend all events,
please RSVP by calling
336-526-1111

Cook Insurance Group, llc
Tim Cook, Melissa Easter,
Tina Longworth,
Josh Oakes,

Matt Reinhardt

Call us for a Free
No Obligation quote!

336-526-2665
119 Valley Drive
Jonesville, NC 28642
(Beside Food Lion)

00866426

00866430
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